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Publisher's Note 


ENGLISH EDITION 


The book depicting the description of Path Bari Ashram 
named Sril Bhagabat Acharyya's LEELA PRASANGA has been 
written/collected by our elder brother Reverend Late Sri Haridas 
Ghosal. The book was First published in Bangabda 1344 on 13th 
day of Sravana-the day of Sri Guru Purnima. The second edition 
was published in 13 68 and the third edition came out in Bangabda 
1391. The Fourth edition was published in Bangabda 1404. To 
meet the necessity of devotees, we had utmost wish to have it 
republished in English. 


If the devotees find the reading of the book pleasant, our 


— efforts will be considered fruitful. 


10th Agrahayan, Bangabda 1411 
26th November 2004, 
Chaitanyabda 519-520 





Translator's Note 


During Chaitra/Baisakh, I410/1411 Bangabda (April 


2004A.D). 150th Birth Anniversary of Sri Sri Radha Raman Charan 
Das Babaji was celebrated at various places including Sri Samaj 
Bari Ashram at Nabadwip Dham and Sri Path Bari Ashram at 


Baranagar, Kolkata. Innumerable devotees congregated to listen 


to the lecture and discourses delivered by the dignatories and 
luminaries ofthe Vaishnava World. During the above functions, 
Sri Pathbari Ashram attracted special attention ofthe visiting mass 
due to its past history of Bhagabat Acharyya's hosting of Sri Sri 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. To satiate their queries regarding the visit 
of Sri Sri Gouranga Mahaprabhu and to know about the life and 
times of Sri! Bhagabat Acharyya, the book “LEELA PRASANGA” 
by Sri Haridas Ghosal became handy. However, for the Non- 
Bengali devotees the existing book in Bengali was of no use and 
to fill in this gap as well in keeping with the request of many such 
devotees, an English translation of the book (Fourth Edition, 
Published in 1997 A.D) is making its appearance. 


While translating the book, arsing out of ignorance or 
otherwise, if any error of omission or commission has been made, 
the translator likes to tender his unqualified appologies for same. 
The kind hearted readers may amend the errors, if any and oblige 

us by their kindness. 
Translator 


“Radhika ` 
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SRIL BHAGABAT ACHARYYA’S 


LILA PRASANGA 
FIRST CHAPTER 


SRI RAGHUNATH'S FAMILY LIFE AND HIS 
DESERTING HOME 


In the District of 24-parganas, West Bengal a holy place by | 
the name of “Sri Sri Bhagabata Acharyya’s Path Bari” still exists. | 
This plot of land happens to be the place where Sri Sri Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu halted on his way to Sri Neelachal Dham from 
Ramkeli. This is also the place where Sri Raghunath Upadhyay a | 
devout and pious brahmin with profound knowledge in the Holy 
Bhagabat, used to stay in his hutment. Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
came to hear the hymns from the holy scripture being recited and | 
elucidated by Sri Upadhyay and He was so enthralled by the hymns 
of ““Gopi Geet’’ recited by Sri Upadhyay that He continued to 
dance ceaselessly for nine hours. While upadhyay was reciting 
the slokas Sri Mahaprabhu was so engrossed, happy and elated 
that he not only showered his blessings but also bestowed the title 
of “Bhagabat Acharyya” on Sri Raghunath Upadhyay. We are 
now going to describe the life and deeds (leela) of Sri Raghunath 
Upadhyay-as gathered from various writings and hearsay of that 
time which are in existance for the last five hundred years or so. 

As the saying goes, a village named “Ghoranasi' in the District 
of Burdwan, P.o.-Chanduli was the native place of Sri Raghunath 
Upadhyay. He was a learned person, held in high esteem for his 
pious attitude and thorough knowledge of the Holy Bhagabat. Like 
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most ofthe brahmins at that time, Sri Upadhyay was a follower of 
‘Shakti’. Though there were a few among brahmins who used to 
have allegiance to Sri Ram Chandra, it was well nigh impossible to 
meet some one of Vaisnava faith i.e., follower of Sri Krishna. 
People used to preach and practise shakta rituals whereby 
Vaisnava religion had almost gone into oblivion. Sri Raghunath 
Upadhyay having been initiated to Shakta faith by his family tradition, 
was not satisfied in his mind and always nurtured the wish to become 
a Vaishnava. By way of regular practice, Raghunath was so 
enchanted with the innermost feeling of the Holy Bhagabat that 
he could realise the supremacy of Lord Krishna as the ultimate 
achievable and therefore, the one and only adorable to any human 
being. | 

However, in his village, Raghunath had nobody to share his 
feelings with. He was, therefore, planning to abandon his dwelling 
to go to some tranquil place where he could spend his time peacefully | 
in the worship of his Lord Krishna. He gradually became old, left 
his family life for good and was in the look out for a peaceful 
place. Finally, he could locate such a place at Barahanagar where ` 
on the bank of the river Ganga (Suradhani) he built a small cottage 
by the side of a pond and two neem trees. While leaving his old 
Village in Burdwan, he took with him his ancestral idol “Sri Sri 
Damodar Gopal” which he used to nurture fondly till the last day 
of his life . While keeping his mind and intellect permanently glued 
to the holy scriptures of Srimad Bhagabat, he became mentally 
attached to Lord Krishna to such an extent that it was impossible 
for him to stay alive without the Lord’s blessings. He became 
restless in search of the Lord and was waiting —eagerly for that 
day when he would be able to meet Him in person. 

In this way by keeping his body, mind and intellect secured 
to Srimad Bhagabat and Sri Damodar Gopal, he was being 
consumed by the passionate desire to meet Lord Krishna. One 
afternoon, while he was sitting on the river bank observing the sun 
set aimlessly, but kepping his mind steadfastly on the Lord, one 





gentleman approached him and asked in a mellowed voice, “Sir 
Have you heard it yet ? Ít is being said that in Nabadwip Dham on 
the banks of river Ganges (Suradhuni), the Lord has taken birth in 
the house of a brahmin-Sri Jagannath Mishra. It is also being said 
that the boy is spreading the Lord’s name fearlessly to one and all 
irrespective of caste, creed and religion. He is so kind hearted that 
even the poor and untouchables are coming to meet him so as to 


be hugged by him. I have even heard that the boy has shown 


special kindness to one Sri Haridas-a Muslim by faith. His name, 


_ as [I understand, 15 Gouranga or Gourhari.” 


Upon listening this, the following sloka from Srimad Bhagabat 


` wherein the Sage Garga was telling to Sri Nanda Moharaj, came 


flashing to Sri Raghunath’s mind: 
“Asan Varna’strayo Jhasyo Grihnato-anujugang Tanu 
Sukla Raktas-tatha Peeto Idaning Krishnatang Gato” 
Thus spoke, the great Garga - 
“Oh King Nanda, this son of yours is born and re-born in 


every era (Yuga). Once he is with white skin, on some other time 


he has red skin and presently he 1s exhibiting dark skin. In the 
future, in Kaliyuga, he will be having golden yellow skin. 

On remembering this sloka, Raghunath looked intently at 
that gentleman’s face and eagerly asked 

“Sir that kind hearted God, as it appears, has taken birth in 
Sri Jagannath Mishra’s house-located in Sri Nabadwip on the banks 
of River Ganges. Is he the same, the Lord of Lords, in whose 
praise the Viswa Sar Tantra in its eleventh sector has sung 

On the southern side of R. Ganga, in Nabadwip 

To wipe off the sins of Kaliyug, He will be born as Gourhari 

In the womb of Sachi the eternal at Purandar Mishra’s 
abode. 

In the month of Falguna, on a full moon night.” 

Those are the words of Lord Shiva as told to wife Parbati. 

On remembering the above sloka, Sri Raghunath eagerly 
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enguired of that gentleman “Hello, Sir, where from have you heard 
this priceless piece of news? Then, the gentleman started to narrate 
as to how he gathered the information, as follows : 

“Sir, last evening as I was sitting there on the river bank, | 
saw a gentleman preparing to take a dip in the Ganges. Appraoching 
the waterfront that man started yelling Oh mother Ganga, Oh 
mother Suradhani, Kindly shower your blessings on me.” From . 
the man’s appearence and behaviour, I was convinced that he 
was an outsider and he was tired. Since his body was smeared 
with dirt it was also evident that he was coming on foot from a 
distant place. After he took his bath, I approached him to ask as 
wherefrom he was coming and what was his destination. He 
replied that he was coming from Village-Talkhori in District-Jessore 
and that he was going to Nabadwip in search of one of his distantly 
related brother named Sri Loknath. On his way to Nabadwip, he 
desired to have a holy dip in the Ganges and so he decided to have 
a dip and to spend the night here. The next morning he would be 
on his way to Nabadwip. 


Upon hearing his story, | requested him to be my honoured 
Guest for the night. He was kind enough to accept my invitation 
and I took him to my house. After dinner, I was casually talking to 
him as a friend. I asked him “Sir, why do you think your brother 
has gone to Nabadwip and why are you going to Nabadwip to 
conduct search for him? [ shall be obliged to know the details 
from you, provided you do not have any objection.” Then that 
gentleman started narrating his story to me as— 


“Sir! Sri Padmanav Chokraborty-Loknath’s father, happens 
to be my distantly related uncle. In his youth, Loknath had gone to 
- Sri Adwaita Acharyya’s hermitage in Santipur to study Srimad 
Bhagabat. Sri Adwita Acharyya happens to be the son of one of 
the ministers of king Divya Singha-the ruler of land and he is also 
like a father figure in Vaishanava religion. At that point of time, 
Sri Adwaita Acharyya had a student named Sri Nimai who was 
also studying the Vedas and Srimad Bhagabat. Both Loknath and 
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Nimai were good friends and disciples of Sri Adwaita Acharyya. 


At that time, Sri Acharyya had bestowed the responsibility 
of teaching Loknath to Sri Nimai by saying that 


“Oh Nimai, listen to me carefully 
Teach Loknath the Path to truth 

1 am releasing my disciple Loknath 
To you for your taking charges.” 


Be that as it may, after completion of his studies at Santipur, 
Nimai came back to Nabadwip and people adored him as a man 
of letters. Loknakth, on his part, went back to his home to continue 
his studies of Srimad Bhagabat and other religious scriptures. 


Loknath’s father, at this juncture, started looking for a suitable 
bride for Loknath. When Loknath came to know of his father’s 
intention, he went to his mother Sita Devi and said-- 


“Oh mother, you are unnecessarily looking for a matching 
bride for me. Since I have decided to stay a bachelor for life, I 
insist that you abandon your search.” 
| However, Loknath’s parent did not heed to their son’s request 
and when Loknath found that his parent were adamant in getting 
him married, he had no other alternative but to leave his native 
village Talkhori at dead of the night. He came to Nabadwip to 
meet Sri Nimai Pundit and after spending a few days at Nabadwip, 
he proceeded towards Sri Vrindaban Dham on the advice of Sri 
Nimai Pundit-his teacher. 

Loknath’s parent gradually came to know about the above 
developments from various sources and they requested me to visit 
Nabadwip to get some first hand information about their son. Thus, 
1 am on my way to Nabadwip. 

That gentleman spent the night at my rersidence and we 
had lots of discussion on the various aspects of religion-as depicted 
in Srimad Bhagabat and other Vaishnava scriptures. He left for 
Nabadwip this morning only. 


Gets relieved from the cycle of rebirth as a man. 
On touching the feet of pure disciple at Nabadwip 
One gets endowed with the services of devotion and 
salvation. 
This very Nabadwip is the cream of religious places 
In Kaliyug, come to Nabadwip Dham for salvaion”. 
Raghunath was overwhelmed and awed by seeing the 
prosperity, beauty and serenity of Sri Nabadwip Dham. Like a 
person who has found something after having lost it previously, 
Raghunath was in the midst of such an ecstacy-wherever he turned 
his eyes, he could see the creatures, the birds, the bees, the swarms 
and even the inanimate objects alike were full of peace and 
happiness-unlike of a tortured miserable being of Kaliyug. He 
could see gathering of pious devotees at places joyfully singing the 
lord’s praises and dancing with Khol-Kartal, at some other spot 
people congegrated to listen to discourses on the Holy Gita or 
Srimad Bhagabat. Young boys could be seen in groups quarelling 
amongst themselves or disgrossed in serious discussions, groups 
of ladies with empty pitchers could also be seen proceeding along 
pathways to the River Ganges for bringing water. Observing these 
various activities of people, Raghunath gradually arrived at the 
temple of Godess Porua-Ma (Pora Ma Tolla). An old brahmin 
was standing nearby to whom Raghunath politely asked "Sir can 
you guide me to the place where the Almighty God has -been 
incarnated." The brahmin looked back and replied "Oh, it appears 
that you are not a local resident. Please do come with me, I shall 
show you the house of Sreebas Pandit." While proceeding with 
that brahmin, Raghunath timidly asked "Sir will He be kind enough 
to appear before me? | am a rotten human being, absolutely devoid 
of God's mercy." The brahmin said "Oh brother! Our Lord has 
come'to this earth for rotten people like us. People of upper caste, 
the rich, the litterateur and the egotists are not entertained by this 
God but the poor, the downtrodden or people from lower strata of 
society are the ones loved by Him. He is not fussy about the caste, 
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creed or religion ofthe visitors; even the Muslims and untouchables 
are welcome to Him. Recently, He has given salvation to two 
dangerous crooks of Nabadwip-Jagai and Madhai whereupon He 
is now known as the 'Saviour of the Downtrodden’. Oh brother, 
have you not heard the name of Abadhut Nityananda who is full 
of love and pity. He behaves like a mad man, roams around 
aimlessly and whosoever He meets, hears Him say-"come, Oh 
blessed ! You do not have to worry, just utter the words Gourhari." 


Oh brother! There is another confidant of Sri Gouranga 
whose name is Sri Gadadhar and who is unable to stay alive fora 
moment without Sri Gouranga. They are just like a body and its 
shadow- inseperable form one another. | 


There is Sri Adwaita Acharyya--another person very close 
to Sri Gourhari. Sri Adwaita Acharyya happens to be the one 
instrumental in bringing Sri Gouranga to us, soley by his unending 
prayers and uncontrolled cries. 

All of them are very close disciples of Sri Gouranga and 


they will soon be coming to congregate at the residence of Sribas 
for meeting their beloved Lord. 


Thus, discussing the above, the brahmin and Sri Raghunath 
Upadhyay came near the home of Sribas. It was well past 3 pm. 
in the afternoon. As they were waiting in front of Sribas' house 
they could see the disciples of Sri Gouranga coming one by one 


and entering the house. They too sneaked inside the house with 
the others. 


Entering inside the courtyard, they saw a huge Tulasi grove - 
at the centre bedecked with trees bearing flowers on both side of 
the courtyard. The aroma coming out of the various flowers in 
bloom who were making the entire sorroundings charming and 
pleasant. The persons coming in the courtyard were proceeding 
inside the house after paying respect to Tulasidevi. 

Raghunath and that brabmin also entered inside the house, 
Paying due respect to Tulasidevi. 
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THIRD CHAPTER 

Inside the house, Raghunath could see Sribas—a person full 
of humility, inviting the guests to take their seats one by one. It 
was as if arow of moons sitting inside the room. Raghunath asked 
the brahmin about the names of the various disciples when the 
brahmin replied "The old gentleman sitting at the far end is Sri 
Adwaita Acharyy. On his left, the person standing with humility is 
Sri Haridas. Look, in front of Sri Haridas there are Murari, 
Mukunda, Sridhar, Bakreswar etc." In this fashion, the brahmin 
acquainted with all the disciples of Sri Gouranga one by one to Sri 
Raghunath. This old brahmin happened to be Sri Bonomaii 
Acharyya. He was the match maker of Sri Gouranga's first 
marriage and now he has become one of the disciple of Sri 
Gouranga. 


Meanwhile, finding a new unknown face standing in the 
crowd, Sribas came forward and politely asked with folded hands, 
"Sir! Wherefrom you have come to bestow your blessings on this 
poor soul? I find that you are very tired, possibly you have not had 
your bath or lunch today," As Raghunath replied "No", Sribas called 
his younger brothers, who were standing nearby, and said "Sriram! 
please fetch a pail of water quickely for washing the hands and 
feet of this brahmin; Sripati! Please arrange immediately for a 
bath and some food for this brahmin." Thus, deploying his two 
brothers at the service of Sri Raghunath, Sribas moved to look 
after the other assembled guests. 


Experiencing this unexpected and uncalled for service 
Raghunath started wondering "How come! I have never known 
that such self-less love existed in this world. Where have | come? 
Is it the heaven, or the Baikuntha, or the Golok? This type of 
affection and love can not be a matter of this world. This type of 
love could only be found in Vrindavan Dham. Even then, it has 
been said in Srimad Bhagabat that this type of self-less love should 
not go beyond the boundaries of Sri Brojo Dham; but what | 
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find here is unbelievable. 1 find love in abundance, every body is 
love personified.The love that who once enjoyed in the secluded 
groves (kunjas) of Vrindavan during tranguil dead of the night 
is going to be shared by the poor and down trodden people of 
Kaliyug. Is it that, having not been satisfied fully by sharing love 
with the three hundred crores (three billions) of Gopinis, the God 
Almighty has planned to share the same with the downtrodden 
creatures of Kali? Then, what is all these, | am unable to fathom 
the depth of it? . 


Raghunath was totally puzzled and was standing like a fool 
when Sripati came and told "Sir! I have brought toiletry and new 
clothes for you. Let us go for a holy dip in the Ganges." Raghunath 
followed Sripati like a robot, had his bath and came back. As he 
was preparing himself for prayers, Sribas came and told " Sir, 
please come with me to have some food now, because you will 
not be able to find any time as and when our master arrives." 
Then Raghunath reluctantly agreed to have some food in keeping, 
with the reguest of Sriibas. While eating, Raghunath started telling 
‘Sir will the Lord be kind to down-trodden people like me? lama 
resident of Burdwan but presently I have been staying in a small 
cottage, built by me on the banks of river Ganges at Barahnagar. 
Fortunately, | came to know about the present incarnation of God 
Almighty from a brahmin and | have come all the way to Nabadwip 
to meet Him. Now if you will kindly allow me to meet Him then 
only it will be possible for me to fulfill my desire. Without your 
mercy and kindness,. meeting my Lord will remaina distant dream 
for me." When they were engaged in such discussion, someone 
announced, "the Master is coming". Raghunath finished with his 
food quickly and came out to see the proceedings. He saw with 
bewilderment that all the assembled disciples of the Lord were 
standing in silence-eagerly awaiting the arrival of their beloved 
master. 

While this was the scene at Sribas's house, on the other 
front, Sri Gouranga-accompanied by Sri Gadadhar to his left and 
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Sri Nityanadna to his right, with his outstretched arms resting 
casually on their shoulders, and having a pleasant smile on his 
face, was approaching towards the house of Sribas. It was as if 
thousands and thousands of Suns have come out simultaneously 
on the streets of Nabadwip. The men and womenfolk of 
Nabadwip, who even for once saw the assemblage could not leave 
the place or could not take their eyes ዐ the scene. being enacted 
before their eyes. 


In this fashion, the three of them were proceeding slowly 
along their path, making it dazzling bright with their aura. All three 
were having flower garlands hanging from their necks, their entire 
bodies smeared with sandalwood paste, they were wearing fine 
clothes, their long arms decorated by flower rings, their flower 
petal like teeth were shining moonlight, their eyes-wide open and 
stretching upto their ear were filled and over-flowing with streams 
of pity, their wide foreheads were marked with tilak, their nails of 
fingers and toes were glowing with the rays of hundred thousands 
moons, their sweet and screne smile as pouring honey like nector. 
Every body was looking in their direction with wide open eyes 
without droping the eyelids even for once. As they were 
proceeding with a slow stride, they gradually reached the residence 
of Sribas. The assembled discipies on seeing three figures were 
ecstatic and murmuring, "Haribol", "Haribol" in unison with the 
posture of salutation; Gouranga Sundar was bemused in welcoming 
the assemly. 


Having entered—inside Sribas’ house, Gouranga started 
looking at the faces of the assembled disciples one by one to 
exchange pleasentaries with a sweet smile on his face. His eyes 
suddenly fell on an unknown face in the crowd when He asked 
Sribas "Pundit, who is that gentleman standing there in the crowd?" 
Sribas replied "That gentleman has come here from Barahanagar 
just to meet you to have a glimpse of you in person." 


In Raghunath’s part, he was so overwhelmed with joy 
and ecstacy that he was unable to utter even a single word. He 
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was standing like a statue looking at Sri Gouranga once and then 
turning his face towards Sri Nityananda to come back again to Sri 
Gouranga and back and forth and back and forth. In front of his 
eyes Raghunath could see two moons shining which made him 
dumb stuck. However, he could not sustain in this manner for long 
and like an uprooted tree, Raghunath fell unconscious on the Lord’s 
feet. 


The Lord then looked towards Gadadhar and asked 
“Gadadhar! I am leaving this man under your charge and from 
now on you are responsible for all his necessities and well being.” 


Sri Nitaichand-the mercy personified, could not remain aloof 
any longer after seeing Raghunath lying there in an unconscious 
state. He started yelling that “Anybody who utter ‘Gour’ in his 
mouth for once, becomes one with me and makes me glad to be at 
his beck arid call”. Uttering these words, Sri Nityananda Prabhu 
lifted Raghunath’s body to place it on his chest. After sometime, 
when Raghunath regained conciousness he saw that he was resting 
on Nitaichand’s chest. Then, he dropped himself from Nitaichand’s 
chest to his feet and started feeling “Oh lord! I am a befallen 
lowly creature of Kalryug. Holding me in your chest, you have 
made justice to your name-Savior of the poor and lowly’’. Sri 
Nitaichand answered “Whatever or whosoever you may be, when 
you have come to see my Sri Gouranga Sunder you have become 
a locket of my chest.” 


Mean while, Raghunath vald stood up from the floor and 
keeping his hands folded, continued to observe the Lord’s actions 
(Leela). 

Sribas Pundit brought in fragrant water, washed dirt off the 
Lord's feet and made Him sit on the throne. The Lord was resting 
on the throne, Sri Nityananda Prabhu was standing on his right 
side and on the left side was standing Sri Gadadhar. Sri Narahari 
was slowly waving a hand fan. Then Sri Adwaita Prabhu, Mukunda, 
Murari, Sridhar, Bakreswar and others present started arranging 


17 


for evening aratrik. Sri Adwaita Prabhu lighted a five headed lamp 
to start the process. Mukunda, Madhab, Basughose and other 
disciples started singing in sweet voice. Bakreswar, Sridhar Murari 
etc. started dancing. Then various kinds of musical instruments 
started to play in unison making Sribas’ house vibrant. The ladies 
of Nadia from inside the house started blowing conch shells and 
few others were making a melodious vibrant sound from their 
tongue. The disciples started singing the evening prayers In unison 
to please the Lord. 

After the aratrik, Sri Adwaita Prabhu of Santipur started 
dancing being filled with joy of love and other disciples came in 
and joined the chorus. Raghunath, however, was unable to join the 
others as he was a little afraid and feeling uneasy; with tears in his 
eyes and the satwik bikar signs on his body, he was standing and 
intently watching the Lord’s activities. Some others were engaged 
in arranging for the grand samkirtan. By the beating of the drums 
(Sri khol) and symbols (kartal) the atmosphere in Sribas’ house 
was totally changed up. As Sri Gouranga Sunder, holding the hands 
of and accompanied by the Sri Nitaichand and Sri Gadadhar, 
approached the centre stage all the disciples encircled them and 
started uttering the Lord’s praises (Kirtan) while dancing at the 
same time. It was just like the Maha Ras Leela being enacted. 
The Ras Leela of Sri Vrindaban the place where it took place and 
the characters participating it all were identical to the Sankirtan 
Leela of Sri Nabadwip. The free and unbounded meeting of 
disciples with their worshipped Lord is Ras Leela and the place 
where such meeting takes place is the Ras leela Sthali. On hearing 
the sweet melodies of Sri Krishna’s flute, emanating from the 
flower grove of Sri Vrindaban, the gopinees attained a state of 
mind devoid of fear, shame, family attachment, caste creed etc 
and here in Sri Nabadwip the effect was being created on the 
disciplés minds by the sweet and melodious sounds of samkritan. 
The reasons for the identical effect being the two were same, the 
places of occurence were same, the leelas were same; whatever 
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had happened in Sri Vrindaban was happening once again in Sri 
Nabadwip. 

The eternally pious dames of Sri Vrindaban, having been 
reincarnated as the Lord's disciples, have appeared in Sri Nabadwip 
to serve their Lord. The mental state ofthe earlier leelas is omni- 
present in their minds. Whatever leelas they perform that will be 
similar to Brojoleela. Solely for the happiness of Lord Sri Krishna, 
sensually dressed and with utmost eagerness to meet Sri Radha 
was the character personified herein too Sri Nitaichand is the 
character personified to satiate Sri Gouranga. The Gopis other 
than Sri Radha, were always in the look out for making Sri Radha . 
fully satisfied so as to induce full happiness to Sri Krishna in 
Brojoleela; here in Nabadwip leela all the disciples were in the 
lookout for full satisfaction of Sri Nityananda Prabhu so that He 
may induce full happiness to Sri Gouranga Prabhu. The unified 
body of Radha and Krishna in the person of Sri Gouranga used to 
have various different moods and Sri Nityananda Prabhu took 
upon himself the challenge of acquiring different complementary 
harmonious moods to ensure maximum happiness to Sri Gouranga- 
Prabhu. Whenever Sri Gouranga, in the mood for enacting the 
character of Sri Radha used to cry "Ha Krishna! Ha Cruel!", then 
Sri Nitaichand too used to acquire similar mood to produce maxi- 
mum happiness to Sri Gouranga. On the other hand, wherever Sri 
Gouranga, in the mood for enacting the character of Sri Krishna 
used-to cry "Ha Radha! Ha Beloved" Sri Nitya Nanda Prabhu- 
acquiring complementary mood of Sri Radha used to give maxi- 
mum happiness to Sri Gouranga. This is the most secretive 
characterisation of Sri Nitya Nanda Prabhu. which can only be 
ganged by the specially gifted disciples of Sri Gouranga Maha 
Prabhu. 


FOURTH CHAPTER 


INITIATION OF RAGHUNATH BY SRI GADADHAR 
PUNDIT AND HIS RETURN TO BARAHANAGAR. 


The Maha Sankirtan, Ras Leela was being enacted at the 
residence of Sribas. All the disciples, encircling the three Prabhus, 
were joyfully singing and dancing and Raghunath was watching 
all these, standing like a statue at one corner. Sri Nitaichand all on 
sudden became restless and, entering inside the assemblage, 
started dancing vigorously like a mad man. By his vigorous and 
energetic dance, the floors started to wilt as if there was an 
earthquake. Everybody was so engrossed that they had lost all 
their normal senses and they were buried deep in Brojoleela. Having 
danced wildly for some time, Sri Nitaichand started dancing sweetly 
by swaying His world renowned thin waist-line. At some point of 
time, He was proceeding quickly towards Sri Gouranga Sundar to 
take Him in his own chest and a little later he was resting gleefully 
in Sri Gouranga Sundar's chest. Again at some other time, He 
was hanging like a garland from the neck of Sri Gouranga. Seeing 
all these, our white flower Sri Raghunath could no longer remain 
aloof but dumping all his emotions like fear, shyness etc he took a 
big leap to go inside the Sankirtan mandali. Then everybody started 
singing and dancing sweetly encircling the united cosmic duo of 
Sri Nitya Nanda and Sri Gouranga. Every one in the assembly 
was having the feeling that Sri Gouranga Sundar was dancing in 
person with him-the feeling the gopinees had while dancing with 
Sri Krishna in Maha Ras Leela. Everybody was fully content and 
satisfied in this Maha Samkirtan being performed at Sribas Angan. 

Sri Gadadhar Prabhu was standing nearby and watching 
intently the combined figure of Sri Sri Nitai Gouranga Prabhu. He 
started to think in his mind "Oh! Look at my Lord. How beautiful 
is He appearing in the colour of my skin?" 
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Sri Nitya Nanda Prabhu once again started dancing wildly 
and, seeing Him dance like that, Sri Gouranga Prabhu could not 
keep His tool any more but, holding the hands of Sri Gadadhar, 
He started dancing with Sri Gadadhar in a peculiar fashion. 
Everybody was sunk deep in the ocean of joy, everybody was 
behaving like mad men having totally lost their earthly conciousness. 
Dancing in this fashion, if some one lost his balances and fell on 
the floor, our Gour chand was lifting him quickly to his chest to 
give him comfort in His wild dance. | 

When everybody was thus singing and dancing wildly, our 
beloved Gouranga Sundar suddenly fainted and fell flat on the 
ground. All the disciples assembled around Him and started giving 
Him some comfort to enable Him to regain conciousness, and 
after a few moments Sri Gouranga Sundar yelled out 


"That I can surely not stay put here 

I shall soon be going to Sri Vindaban.” 

Hearing these words, everybody was crest fallen and utterly 
sad in their minds. Then Sri Nitaichand held Sri Gouranga and 
helped Him sit comfortably. Sri Gadadhar immediately went behind 
the Lord and sat at His rear. Sri Gouranga Prabhu, on seeing 
Gadadhar, bent slowly to rest His body on that of Gadadhar. A 
little later, as if stung by a hundred scorpions, He was rolling on 
the grounds. His golden body was totally smeared with dirt and 
mud, His eves had turned pink like lotus, due to weeping 
continuously. After some time, He lifted Himself slowly to rest 
against Sri Gadadhar's body and, on seeing that the disciples were 
weeping around Him, started uttering in a low voice, "you are my 
friends, please permit me to go, I am unable to stay with you here 
for any longer periods, | shall have to go to Sri Vindaban to meet 
my Lord Sri Krishna. If you really have any love and pity for me, 
then please allow me to go. Although it will be very painful for me 
to leave you all, but what do I do, I have no other alternative. 


“When do 1” peep at that sweet face 
Have those soft feet on my heart 
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How do | stay in this waste world 
Where do I find that off spring of Nanda." 


The disciples, not a single one of them, could answer the 
Lord, they were only weeping, and sobbing. That Sri Gouranga 
would be gone from Nabadwip, was enough for them to see 
darkness all around. What would they do, what would they say, 
they could not decide. 


Gour Sundar again started murmuring "Oh my beloved 
friends, do I not wish to stay at my home Am I leaving your 
company, which is not easily available for Lord Brahma and the 
others, at my sweet will? I am not under my control. Sri Krishna is 
taking me out of my home. The disciples could see the world around 
them to turn dark, only Sribas Pundit-in crying incessantly, could 
utter these words "You are God by your own rights, who is going 
to stop you from going, but for our sake please allow the persons 
to go with you whoever wants to accompany you, do not stop him 
to follow you in your journey." Then, Gour Sundar became calm 
and He started to make the others calm. He said "Don't you get 
worried now. I shall be going a little while later. Then, I am also 
not going to just leave you and go, you will always be able to see 
me. Whenever you will be performing sankirtan (singing the Lord's 
names loudly in a group), you will find me at the centre of the 
assembly." Looking towards Sribas, He continued to say "you will 
always find me at this place.” To say further, I add "Whosoever 
worships Lord Krishna, will be able to see me." 


At this point of time, Sri Nitaichand yelled out loudly and 
Started dancing vigorously. Mukunda started to play on the drums 
as accompaniment. Gradually, all of them joined in the singing and 
dancing. After sometime, finding that the night was coming to an 
end, the samkirtan came to a halt. Sitting at Sribas' place with the 
disciples for some time more and discussing the Lord Krishna's 
leela while resting for a while from the hard toil of Samkritan, they 
subsequently rose to their feet to proceed to the ganges for a bath. 


While proceeding towards the river, suddenly His eyes fell 
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on Raghunath when He called Gadadhar and said "Gadadhar, Take 
him with you to your home" And He asked Raghunath "You go 
back this afternoon to Baranagar, where you used to pray and 
worship’. Then with his hands folded and with tears in his eyes, 
Raghunath said" Oh Lord! [ am not prepared to go to any place 
without you, kindly allow me to stay back here at Nabadwip." The 
Lord then came near Raghunath and putting His hands on 
Raghunath's back, said "Raghunath! Do not get upset. You go 
back to your own place, I shall be meeting you very soon," 

Raghunath had gone to Sri Nabadwip almost a month before 
Sri Gouranga Mahaprabhu left home. As narrated earlier, 
Raghunath went to nabadwip only after Sri Loknath Goswami 
had gone to Sri Vrindaban. It may be seen from the holy scriptures 
that-Sri Loknath Goswami had gone to Sri Vrindaban about two 
months prior to Sri Gouranga Mahaprabhu's initiation to sanyas. 

When Raghunath was convinced that Sri Mahaprabhu was 
not going to allow him to stay back at Nabadwip, he told Sribas in 
a low voice. "Ï am eager to get initiated in Sri Krishna Mantra, if 
“you will kindly tell this to the Lord." When Sribas Pundit told this to 
Sri Mahaprabhu, the Lord said "I have already told that Sri 
Gadadhar will be making available everything needed by 
Raghunath." He also said to Sri Gadadhar “you fulfill the wishes 
of Raghunath". Then, after taking their bath in the Ganges, they 
proceeded towards their individual homes. Raghunath too went 
with Sri Gadadhar to his place. He took Srikrishna Mantra from 
Sri Gadadhar on that very day and, in the afternoon, with his eyes 
full at tears, Raghunth started his return journey to Baranagar 
from Sri Nabadwip, in keeping with the Lord's directives. 
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FIFTH CHAPTER 


SRIMAN MAHAPRABHU'S SANYAS AND HIS 
METTING WITH SRI BHAGABAT ACHARYYA AT 
BARAHANAGAR. 


Coming back to Barahanagar, Raghunath became tho roughly 
involved in practising Sri Krishna Mantra to the hilt and in thinking 
of the sweet Sri Gouranga leela that he had witnessed in Nabadwip. 
Sri Gouranga Sundar had told him personally- "I shall meet you 
once-again", the words which kept him alive for that very day of 
meeting the Lord. Whenever Raghunath could find some spare 
time, he studied Srimad Bhagabat. Before he left Nabadwip, he 
had the privilege of lištening to the rendition of Srimad Bhagabat 
from Sri Gadadhar Pundit and when Sri Gadadhar came to know 
about Raghunath's special aptitude towards the Holy Bhagabat, 
he advised Raghunath to translate the holy scripture in Bengali. 
Coming back to Barahnagar, Raghunath tried to put his efforts in 
that direction too. He used to go out of his hermitage only once a 
day begging for alms and whatever he could collect were mixed 
together, cooked and offered to his Sri Gopal before his taking 
prasad. He went on living in this fashion. ; 

- The day before pous Sankranti of 1431 Saka, Srimon 
Mahaprabhu, at the age of 24 years, leaving behind His old mother, 
young wife and numerous other disciples-who were more dear 
than his own soul silently left Nabadwip at the dead of the night. 
He swam across the River Ganges to Katwa Town where, on the 
very next day i.e., on Ist of Magha, 143 | Saka, He was initiated 
to Sanyas by the Vaishnav Sanyasin Sri Kehab Bharati. On the 
next day i.e., on 2nd of Magha, He was on His way to Sri Vrindaban 
Dham. Meanwhile, after walking for three days on foot in Bengal 
and being confused by the cunningness of Sri Nityananda Prabhu, 
He landed up at the residence of Sri Adwaita Prabhu. He spent a 
few days there and after giving some cornfort to His mother-Sachi 
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Devi and His various disciples, He went towards Sri Neelachal 
Dham, which He reached before Dol Jatra i.e., full moon day of 
falgun, 1431 Saka. Next, in the following month i.e., Chaitra, He 
demolished the ego of knowledge and learning of Sri SarboVoum 
Bhattacharyya-a well known logicion and court-philosopher of 
king Sri Pratap Rudra. He exhibited His incarnation with six 
numbers of hands (Sarobhuj) to Sri Bhattacharyya and made 
him bow down to His feet. At that point of time Sri Sarbovoum 
Bhattacharyya praised Lord Mahaprabhu by reciting one hundred 


slokas dedicated to Him. (Ref : Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita, 
6th Ch). 


Thereafter, in 1432 Saka in the middle of the month of 
Baisakha, Srimon Mahaprabhu went to south India-primarily for , 
the purpose of visiting holy places there at and also for searching 
His elder brother Sri Biswarup. From Sri Nilachal Dham, He was 
accompanied by a simple minded brahmin boy only by the name 
of Sri Krishna Das (ref. Sri Chaitanya Charitamita 7th chapter) 
| Afterwards, He met on the midway on the banks of the 
River Godavari, Sri Ramananda Roy,-the king of Vidya Nagar 
and a devout disciple. He also cured a severely ill leper named 
Basudev and met various other sages and master of different 
religious sects of the deccan for propagating His religion of love 
and adoration. This way, He spent almost two long years and then 
came back to Sri Nilachal Dham a few days prior to the Charriot 
festival (Ratha Yatra). He started living at the Gambhira-house of 
Sri Kashi Misra, the king’s teacher. The disciples of Neelachal 
became happy and their smiles came back. Sri Nityananda Prabhu 
and disciples then decided to sent Sri Krishna Das to Nabadwip 
with the news of Sri Mohaprabhu’s return from the South. Then 
the disciples of Nabadwip along with Adwhita Prabhu soon came 
to Sri Neelachal to meet him. Thus, Srimon Mahaprabhu accom- 
panied by the disciples of Sri Nabadwip Dham and Neelachal Dham 
jointly performed the rituals of cleaning the Gundicha Temple 
(Gundicha Marjon), dancing and singing before the Lord 
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Jagannath’s Chariot etc. During this period one day after having 
danced for a long period with His disciples, when Srimon 
Mahaprabhu was resting for a while at a garden near Balogandi, 
the king Pratap Rudra-in the guise of a poor vaishnava came to 
Him and started massaging his legs while chanting the sloka “Taba 
kathamritam Taptajibonang” from Srimad Bhagabad. On hearing 
that sloka, Sriman Mahaprabhu who overwhelmed with love and 
blessed the king by taking him in His chest. From that very day, 
Srimon Mahaprabhu came to be known as the “Salvager-of king 
Pratap Rudra”. 


In this way, after spending two more years, Sri Mahaprabhu 
desired to go to Sri Vrindabon once again leaving Sri Neelachal 
and, on His way to Vrindabon, it was also His wish to meet His 
mother, His Home land and mother Ganges, the holy river. With 
these ideas in mind, He left Sri Nelachal Dham for Bengal on the 
Vijaya Dashami day in the month of Aswin, then, in the month of 
Kartik, on Krishna dwadashi He reached Panihati wherein He 
spent the day by singing and dancing in the Lord’s name under a 
huge banyon tree on the banks of river Ganges. Afterwards, in the 
first part of the month of Agrahayan, He came to the house of = 
Vidya Bachaspati (the brother of Sarbovoum Bhattacharyya) who 
used to stay in village Kulia on the opposite side of Sri Nabadwip 
Dham. There, in Kulia, He was generous in appearing before his 
disciples ofNabadwip and other nearby places. Then, in the month 
of Magha, He went to the village Ramkeli in the district of Malda. 
There, while He was resting under a tree, two high-officials in the 
court of Ruler Hossain Sah namely ‘Dabir khas’ and ‘Sakar 
Mullick’ came to Him to surrender on His lotus feet. He was very 
glad to accept them as His near ones and named them as Sri Rup 
and Sri Sanatan “respectively. After talking for sometimes, Sri 
Sanatan Goswami with folded hands said “Oh Lord! If go to Sri 
Vrindabon accompained by so many disciples you will not be able 
to enjoy the innermost joy of love. One should go to Sri Vrindabon 
either all alone or with just a single like-minded company for total 
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enjoyment ofthe inner bliss of love.” Hearing the words from Sri 
Sanatan, Sriman Mahaprabhu went upto Kanai’s Natshala, deserted 
the plan of visiting Sri Vrindabon and started on His way back to 
Sri Neelachal. On His way back, He came via Sri Santipur, Kalna, 
Kumarhatta and landed up at Sri Raghav’s house in Panihati on 
the Krishna Dasami day of the month of Chaitra. He spent the 
day of Ekadasi by performing various dancing and singing in the 
name of the Lord under a banyan tree on the banks of the Ganges. 
On the next day (Dwadasi) at about noon time, He left Panihati to 
reach Sri Raghunath's hut at Baranagar before dusk. 


We have now to judge the then mental condition of Sri 
Mahaprabhu with which he was travelling. The State of mind of 
Sri Mahaprabhu, comparable to that of Sri Radhika-making her | 
unstoppable in meeting Sri Krishna when she heard the sound of 
the charming flute emanating from the groves of Sri Vrindaban, 
was so high strung (in the search of Sri Krishna) that upon hearing 
somebody reciting Srimat Bhagabad in a sweet voice from a distant 
Village named Baranagar, He came rushing to Sri Raghunath's 
place to dance with joy and ecstacy. The person, Sri Raghunath, 
who was reading the holy book was so engrossed mentally with 
“the profound sorrow of the Gpois' as exposed in 'Gopi geet’ of 
. Srimad Bhagabad that He was totally oblivious of his surroundings. 
Suddenly he could realise that his beloved Lord, whose arrival he 
was awaiting eagerly and whose impression he was constantly 
crying in his mind to stay alive, was joyfully dancing in person 
before him. Sri Raghunath was amused to discover Sri Krishna- 
the stealer of Gopis'mind, the holder of the all charming flute, fully 
covered by Sri Radha's passion and glory, standing before his eyes 
in the form of a powerfully glowing young sanyasin. Then he started 
thinking "Is it that His clothes have turned bright, like the colours 
of sunrays, having been smeared with the colours of Gopis bosoms 
or 15 He in reality flaunting the attire of a Sanyasin?" Having been 
unable to understand anything clearly, he was mesmerised and 
the eight swattik states became visible on his body. However 
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having regained his composure, as he was trying to fall on that 
sanyasi's feet, the sanyasi yelled out "Bol, Bol" and gestured him 
not to raise from his sitting posture. Then, other than continuing 
with the reading Srimad Baghabat, what else could he do. But it 
was not possible for him to continue with the reading since his 
entire body was full of the signs of swattik state and the pages of 
the holy book were being flooded with his tears. The letters on the 
pages were becoming blurred and he was unable to hold the holy 
book as his entire body was shaking vigorously and trembling. His 
body was full of signs of swattik bikar. But that young Sanyasin, 
having not been satisfied fully is savouring the qualities of Sri Kiishna, 
as depicted by the Gopis in the Gopi Geet, was continuting to utter 
"Bol, Bol" and our Sri Raghunath the white petalled sparklers of 
Sri Radhika, was repititively reciting appropriate slokas from Gopi 
Geet which were conducive to the persisting mood of Sri Gouranga 
the young Sanyasin. At long last, when he was uttering the ultimate 
slokas elaborating worship of love "Jat te sujatcharanaburuhong 
stanesu" then that charming young Sanyasin, being unable to keep 
cool any more, yelled at a very loud voice and fell on the ground 
with a thunderous sound like a lighting struck golden mountain. 
Then, the people standing around rushed to His rescue but seeing - 
Him ablaze like hundred million suns, nobody dared to touch His 
body. After some time, the Sanyasin rose up from ground and 
started to dance. 
The slokas of Sri Gopi Geet, which were recited by Sri 
Raghunath and as had been translated by him in Bengali are 
reproduced hereinbelow 


From that day, Oh Kanu You played on the charming flute 
Stole our clothes on the Yamuna banks 
Listen to us Oh womaniser! Starting from that day on 


We are unable to stay at our homes. 
Listening to the musicofthe flute The birdsand beasts getammazzed 
Every body gets purified to the core 
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The rivers gushing to the sea Start moving on opposite spree 
Children stop sucking any more. 

When like a three piece pole = You stand as grand ole 
Charming body with dancing soul 

The wind stops to blow The sun ceases in its prowl 
Seeing that as an attractive whole. 

With a beautiful smile on the face As if honey dripping like lace 
Words come out like nectar 

Looking from the corner of eyes You gaze the lasses bright 
Why do curtail our hope 

When we remember you We look towards Vrindabon 
We worship those red feet 

We can not cry hoarse But intently watch course 
Till we see your greet. | 

We fail in our minds toknow As to why you turn rustic 
Oh Shyam ! Don’t be cunning 

Having left our family for good We’ve made you our livelihood 
How much will you be torturing. 

Whoever worships you in full Can she be such miserable 
Leaving all her household chores 

Becoming such a pitiable Roaming through the streets 
Living on alms from door to door. 

Where are you Kanu-my life = Blow your charming flute 
To save the lives of Gopies 

Since it will be a little late My body is not in shape 
Where are you Krishna, come before us. 

Weeping for such a long time All the assembled sad ladies 
Stood upright to attempt suicide 

Just at that moment of fear Came Narayan in the Gopis to 

appear 

Started playing His flute. 


29 


The pair of your lotus foot are too soft 

While our bosoms are rough and aloft 

[ put your feet on my bosoms out of fear 

How can you move around barefoot Oh dear 

You get hurt on hitting rocks, grass and buds 
Remembering your pain we get mentally sad 

If you ask, why should we suffer for yours getting hurt 
Listen to us carefully about the reasons, Oh Shyam 
you are, our elixir of life, Oh Jadu’s first 

We are unable to keep cool if you get hurt. 

In this fashion the dejected lasses of Brojo 

Wept and cried uncontrolably without bounds. 


In this way, as Raghunath was continuing in his recitation, 
that young sanyasin was repititively fainting and falling on the 
ground. He continued to dance upto the wee hours and then, gaining 
conciousness, sat upright in front of Raghunath. As Raghunath 
was contemplating to rise from his seat and to surrender on the 
sanyasin’s feet, the sanyasin held him tightly on His chest and 
said, “Acharyya You have brought great pleasure to me today, | 
have heard, Srimod Bhagabat being read many times in my life, 
but never have I heard rendition of “Srimad Bhagabat in such a 
way. Therefore from to-day you will be named as Sri Bhagabat 
Acharyya.” You do not perform any work other than reading of 
this Srimad Bhagabat, you spend your life by reading Srimad 
Bhagabat.” 


The neighbours became jubilant by seeing the acts of love 
and mercy being bestowed by the charming Sanyasin on Sri 
Raghunath as also His naming Raghunath as sri “Bagabat 
Acharyya.” The neighbour shouted aloud— 


Glory to Sri Krishna Chitanya Mahaprabhu 
Glory to Sri Bhagabat Acharyya Thakur. 
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SIXTH CHAPTER 


SRI SRIMON MOHAPRABHU'S THREE DAYS ST4 Y AT 
SRI BHAGABAT ACHARYYA'S PLACE AND 
SUBSEQUENT JOURNEY TO SRI NEELACHAL. 


When Sri Srimon Mahaprabhu recovered from tiredness, 
Sri Bhagabat Acharyya-standing in his front with folded hands, 
enquired—“Oh Lord! To bestow your kind blessing on me, 
wherefrom you are coming?" On hearing this, Srimon. Mahaprabhu 
told him in detail about His travel from Sri Neelachal to Ramkeli 
and return journuy from Ramkeli to this place. 


When the Acharyya learnt that yesterday, after fasting on 
Ekadashi at Sri Raghab Bhawan in Panihati and breaking His 
fasting only this noon, the Lord had come to his place: he guickly 
went inside to arrange for some food and refreshment for Him. 
He also requested Srimon Mahaprabhu to have his bath in the 
Ganges. 


Meanwhile, it was dawn and grad ually Sun came out when 
Sri Mahaprabhu with his accompanying disciples went for his bath 
in the Ganges. 


In the meantime, Acharyya Thakur was trying his level best 
to accumulate various eatables for Sri Mahaprabhu and His men. 
When Sri Mahaprabhu came back after bath uttering the words 
“Harey Krishna", the Acharyya washed the Lord's feet and 
arranged sufficient food for Sri Mahaprabhu and the accom panying 
men. After the Lord and his men had finished with the food the 
Acharyya took some of the left over and went for massaging the 
Lords feet. He clasped the Lord’s feet on his chest and said “Oh 
Lord! Since you have taken the pain of showering your blessing 
on me. You will have to spend a few day’s here to make me 
happy." 

It is said that, having been pleased with the Acharyya's 
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hehaviour and overwhelmed with his rendition of Srimad Bhagabat, 
Srimon Mahaprabhu spent three full days at the hermitage,-gladly 
listening to Srimad Bhagabat most of the time and dancing to His 
heart's content. The ghat, where Sri Mahaprabhu used to have his 
regular bath is called "Sri Mahaprabhu Ghat" or " Sri Gouranga 
ghat, till today. 

After staying here for three days and drowning the 
neighbourhood in love Sri Mahaprabhu was on His way to Sri 
Neelachal travelling along the banks of the Ganges. Our salute the 
to the residents of Baranagar who had been so lucky to witness in 
person, the Lord's acts (leela) thus making their position enviable 
even to the Gods and Goddesses. 


As Sri Mahaprabhu started on His way to Sri Neelachal, the 
Acharyya too followed Him and started proceeding towards 
Neelachal. Seeing this, Sri Mahaprabhu intervened and said to the 
Acharyya "You please go back to your hermitage the place of 
your worship and spend your life by studying Srimad Bhagabat.” 
The Acharyya politely said "Oh Lord! I shall not be able to’ stay 
without you. Please allow me to be with you." Without uttering 
anything else, the Lord removed His wooden footwear from His 
feet, and said "Acharyya, you take this pair of footwear with you 
to your hermitage, these will bring you peace”. Saying these words, 
the Lord started to move away in a haste and the Acharyya fell 
there on the ground ፌ ባር0ክር10ህ5. 


After sometime, on regaining conciousness, he lifted the pair 
of wooden footwear on his head and came back to his hut. Till 
today, the pair of footwear are being worshipped and kept with 
care at Sri Pathbari of Sri Bhagabat Acharyya. The other items of 
use of Sri Acharyya, which are carefully preserved at Sri Pathbari 
till today, will be listed out later. Prior to that let us depict something 
of interest which we have heard from the residents of Baranagar. 
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Srimon Mahaprabhu's picking up a mango 


On His way out from Sri Bhagabat Acharyya’s hut and at a 
little distance (Near Kutighat), Srimon Mahaprabhu picked up a 
golden yellow mango from the street. He gifted that mango to a 
good looking brahmin boy saying that "This fruit's skin is just like 
that of yours, therefore you take this fruit." The brahmin youth 
took that mango from Him and carefully holding it on his head, 
brought it to his garden to show it there. The tree that came out 
was named "Sri Mahaprabhu's Tree" and when mangoes came 
out in that tree, he offered the first fruit to Sri Bhagabat Acharyya's 
Gopal. Afterwords, the famous cloth merchants, 'Jaharlall and 
Pannalall" had bought that garden and continued to offer the first 
fruit every season to Srimon Mahaprabhu at Sri Pathbari as a 
ritual. About a few years ago, the old tree died and-a young tree 
blossomed to produce fruits. At present the garden is no more in 
existence as the place is habitated by people. 

The brahmin youth, to whom Sri Mahaprabhu had offered 
that mango, his off springs and descendants are known as "Sundar 
Lineage" (Beautiful family) till today in Baranagar. Sri Kali Kumar 
Bandopadhyay of that family passed away only a few years back. 
His father's name was Sri Amrita Lal Bandopadhyay and his father 
was known as Sri Durga Ram Bandopadhaya. 


The under mentioned episode, as we have heard from others, 
is reproduced. 


The Opinion Of the Portuguese about 
Sri Mahaprabhu 


When Srimon Mahaprabhu, accompanied by His disciples, 
was proceeding along the banks of River Ganges on His way to 
Sri Neelachal, He came across two dutch gentlemen on board a 
boat coming towards Kutighat. On seeing Srimon Mahaprabhu 
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and Sri Nitya Nanda Prabhu dancing at the front being followed 
by various people on their way to Sri Neelachal, one of the 
whitemen yelled out to the other "Look! Look! Two mad persons 
are going and lots of other men are following them." The other 
white man replied "No. No. They are not mad men or else why 
would so many persons follow them. They must be some godmen.” 
Then those two whites came to the river bank and asked one of 
the disciples "What are-names of the persons dancing at the firont." 
The disciple replied "One of them is Nitai and the other one is 
Gouranga ." On hearing those names the Sahibs left. 


The period of time I am talking about the portuguese had a 
business centre of cotton at Kutighat and Portuguese Governor 
used to stay there. Jaharlall and Pannalall's father, Sri Haridhan 
Daw is now residing at that Governor's Bungalow having purchased 
it from the Portuguese. About 3 5 years ago, the Gurudev of our 
Babaji moshai had rented that house and stayed there for about a 
month with his disciples. Till today, the following inscriptions could 
be seen their at :— 


"Dutch Kutir 


This home was residence of the Dutch Governor, when - 
Berhanogar was under Dutch possession." 


On Srimon Mahaprabhu's departure for Neelachal Dham 
Sri Acharyya Thakur become more obsessed with his daily chores 
of worshipping the pair of wooden footwear given to him as well 
- as in translating in Bengali the holy scriptures of Srimad Bhagabat, 
as ordered by his master Sri Gadadhar. The Bengali poetic 
translation, known as "Sri Krishna Prem Tarangini", is the first 
full-scale Bengali translation of all twelve chapters of Srimad 
Bhagabat. Though we come across four different translations of 
Srimad Bhagabat prior to the appearence of Sri Krishna Prem 
Tarangani, none of those four contained all the twelve chapters. 
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This holybook was first published in 1317 Bang (1910 A.D.) having 
been edited by Sri Basanta Ranjan Roy, Biddya-ballav and printed 
by Sri Natabar Chakraborty. In his editorial preface, Sri Basanta 
Ranjan Roy had written— 

“Till date we have got five Bengali versions (translations) of 
Srimad Bhagabat as follows : 
Sri Krishna Vijay by Sri Gunaraj khan (10th & 1 Ith ch, 1395 
saka) 1 

Sri krishna Mongal by Sri Madhabacharyya 

Sri Vishnu Bhakti Ratnabali by Sri Lauria Krishnadas 

Sri Bhagabatamrita by Sri Kabi Chandra 

Sri Krishna Prem Tarangini by Sri Raghunath Acharyya 

The first three books contain translation of portions of Srimad 
Bhagabat. Sri Bhagabatamrita by Sri Kabi Chandra is like the 
Ramayana by Sri Krittibas. So it can be-concluded that the "Sri 
Krishna Prem Tarangini" by Sri Raghunath Acharyya happens to 
be the first full fledged Bengali translation of Srimad Bhagabat." 

It has been written by Sri Nagendra Nath Basu, Prachya 
vidya Maharnab that "Sri Raghunath Acharyya was not only a 
learned person but the best poet also.The fluidity, beauty and charm 
of his language makes all his readers fascinated and awe struck." 

Some people say that "In Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita and 
other similar holy books, the names of seven Bhagabat Acharyyas 
could be seen. Therefore,how it can be said with certainty that Sri 
Bhagabat Acharyya of Baranagar was the writer of Sri Krishna 
Prem Tarangini." 
1. Inthe 10th ch. of Adi Khanda of Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita, 

._ while determining Sri Mahaprabhus branch- 


Ramchandra Kabichandra Sri Gopal Das 
Bhagabat Acharyya Thakur Saranga Das. 

2. Inthe 10th ch. of Adi Khanda of Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita, 
definning the branch of Sri Mahaprabhu 
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Bhagabat Acharyya Chiranjeeb Sri Raghhunandan 
Madhabacharyya, Kamala Kanto Sri Jadunandan 

In Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita, Adi 12th ch determining the 
branch of Sri Gadadhar Prabhu 

Sakha-Srestha Dhrubananda Sridhar Brahmachari 
Acharyya Haridas Brahmchari : 

In Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita, Adi 12th ch, determining 
branch of Sri Adwaita Prabhu 

Bhagabat Acharyya aur Bishnudas Acharyya 
Chakrapani Acharyya aur Ananta Acharyya. 

In Sri Bhakti Ratnakar, First wave- 

Jay Jay Sri Bhagabat Acharyya Madhab Sridhar 

Jay Das Brindavan Guner Sagar 

In the Tenth Wave of Sri Bhakti Ratnakar- 

Bhagabat Acharyya aar Nartak Gopal 

Jit Mishra Raghu Mishra Param Dayal 

In Sri Gour Gonddesha Dipikay-e 

Nirmita Pustika Jeno Krishna Prem Tarangini. 

Srimad Bhagabat Acharyya Ballava Gourangatanto Ballavah. 
In Chaitanya Bagabat, Anta Leela 5th ch.— 
Heno matey Panhiati Gram Dhanya kori 
Aechhilen katodin Gouranga Sri Hari 

Tobey Prabhu Ailen Barahnagorey 

Maha Bhagyabanto Ek Brahman'er Gharey 
Sei Bipro boro Sushikshito Bhagabate 
Prabhu dekhi Bhagabat Lagilo.poritey. 


Bhagabat 


the 


Soby Korilen Maha Hari Hari 
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Excepting in Chaitanya Bhagabat, the name Bhagabat 
Acharyya could only be found, while the entire leela could be had 
in Sri Chaitanya Bhagabat. | 

Though we are getting the names of seven different Bhagabat 
Acharyya in the various scriptures, the guality of charming 
sweetness that we find in the book 'Sri Krishria Prem Tarangini' 
could only be possible with the blessings of Sri Gadadhar Prabhu 
and Sriman Mahaprabhu who during His stay at the Acharyya”s 
house, had held Sri Raghunath in His arms and, hence, it could not 
be wrong to accept Sri Raghunath Acharyya as its author 

Then, this Sri Bhagabat Acharyya was a direct disciple of 
Sir Gadadhar Pandit Goswami could be proved from his writings 
in Sri krishna Prem Tarangini itself which are as follows : 


Sri Krishna Prem Tarangini, Ist Vol, 151 chapter- 
Dhir Shiromoni Sri Gadadhar Jan 
Bhagabat Acharjer Madhuras Gan 
In Ist vol, 2nd Chapter 
Krishna Gun Karma Bhai Suno Sabdhaney 
Krishna Prem Tarangini Raghunath Ganey 
In Ist Vol, 3rd Chapter 
Raghu Nath Punditer Madhuras Bani 
Geet Chhande kohi Krishna Prem Thrangini 
In Ist Vol, 1st Chapter 
Pundit Gosain Sri Gadadhar Namey 
Jahar Mahima Ghosey E Tin Vubaney 
Kshititaley Kripay Korilo Abatar 
Ases Pataki Jeeb Korite Uddhar 


Mor Istadeb Guru Se Dui Charan 
Deha Mon Bakya Mor Sei Se Jibon 


37 


= ከከ ከ Aina 


Hence, there is no doubt about the fact that ፍፌ Raghunath ; 
a disciple of Sri Gadadhar Goswami. And that he is the Writer is 
Sri Krishna Prem Tarangini has also been established beyond `3 
doubt. But it is well nigh impossible to ascertain as to when Xi 
finished writing the book. Though we have been able ts ህብር 
three hand written copies of Sri Krishna Prem Tarangini koli e 
Sri Pathabari but none of the books contain any date line of starti ፌ 
and finishing of the writing of the said book. 5 

It has also not been possible to determine 
Bhagabat Acharyya Thakur ended his earthly ten 


Over a period of eighteen long years, the dị 
Nabadwip Dham had gone to Sri Neelachal eve 
Charriot festival to meet Sri Chaitanya 
unfortunately, in none of the chronicles could 
Sri Bhagabat Acharyya. 


aS to when Sri 
ure. 

sciples from Sri 
ry year before the 
Mahaprabhu but, 
we find the name of 


Our Sri Netai Chand having been directed by Srimon Maha 
Prabhu, came back from Sri Neelachal to Bengal and stayed put 
for three months at Panihati on the banks of river Gangas, about . 
eight miles away from Barah Nagar to propagate cum - donate 
the religion of love and submission to the learned, the poor, the 
high caste, the lowly untouchables all alike. His travalauge and 
activities in bengal have been chronicled in Sri Chaitanya Bhagabat, 
Last Vol, Fifth Chapter in detail. Unfortunately, we do not find 
any reference of Sril Bhagabat Acharyya there too. 


From the hermitage of Sril Bhagabat Acharyya, only about ae 
three miles away, in Ariadaha at the residence of Sri ioe E 
Das, the Charming activities (leela) performed by Sri Nitai Chan | 
have been written in details the Fifth Chapter, Last Vol. of ne 
Chaitanya Bhagabat but we do not find the name of wn ` 
Bhagabat Acharyya thereat. For these reasons it IS xe sử 
Some that due to his old age he was unable to travel to መ 
use to contemplate at his hermitage as orderd by 
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Mahaprabhu. He must have passed away after completing the 
book Sri Krishna Prem Tarangini within a year or two of the visit 
of Sri Mahaprabhu or else he augtht to have surfaced at some 
place or the other for the people to see him. 


THE DEMISE OF SRIL BHAGABAT ACHARYYA 


Sril Bhagabat Acharyya had only one disciple, 4 brahmin 
boy of Barahanagar, whom he kept in his hermitage. Before his 
death, the Acharyya told his disciple "Look, my boy ! On my death 
bury my mortal body here at this place where Sri Mahaprabhu 
had danced and that book Srimad Bhagabat-hearing which the 
Lord had danced, needs also to be buried with me. If, out of sadness 
you want to go to some other place of stay, then that pair of wooden 
footwear and my Gopal may also be buried with me." 


The disciple, acting in terms of his master's wishes, performed 
accordingly and went to Vrindaban without leaving any trace. 


In his way, all the relics of Sri Bhagabat Acharyya got wiped 
out. Just as a marker of the place there remained "One pond and 
two Neem-trees on its banks." From those Neem trees the idols 
of Sri Netai and Sri Gauranga were made and these are still being 
worshiped at Sri Path Bari. 
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SEVENTH CHAPTER 


EVOLUTION OF THE NAME BARANAGAR 


After the demise of Sril Bhagabat Acharyya, the ent; - 
hermitage and its surroundings were filled up with jungle, 

It is an old adage that Pundit Barah Mihir one of nine gems 
in the court of Emperor Vikramaditya, was the king of this place. 
It is said that on his way to conquering Arakan Emperor, 
. Vikramaditya spent a few days here with his soldiers. Attached to 
King Barah Mihir's palace, there were two huge ponds. One pond 
was inside the palace walls for the use of the palace’s woman 
folk. That pond was subsequently renamed as "Ghee (Butter- 
Milk) pond.” Now that pond is located at the western side of the 
temple housing Sri Nitai Gouranga. There was another pond named 
"Sadar (Main) pond. Presently, the Sadar Pond-renamed as "Dj ghi" 
is lying on the eastern side of Victoria Road (Maharaj Nanda Kumar 
Road). It is said that this place has acquired its name from the 
name of King Barah Mihir. . 


After Sril Bhagabat Acharyya passed away, the entire'place 
became filled up with wild creepers and trees to become conducive 
for the tantriks (worshippers of Godess Kali). Presently, one could 
find only a single five-skulled seat (Pancha Mundi Asan) at the 
local Dash Mahavidya tem ple. 


Barahanagar-T, he Seat of Pirates 


 ላኔ this place became a Jungle, robbers and pirates started 
“ai habitation here. As told earlier, the Dutch used to have their 
business and seat of power located at Kuti Ghat in Baranagar: AS 
the River Saraswati was drying up, business activities from 
በከመ Was gradually shifting to Baranagar. Though the an 
new about the nefarious activities of the pirates, they did not p” 
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any resistance to the pirates’ activities, as the pirates never used 
to distrub the Portuguese. The pirates, belonging to “Mali” sect, 
used to stay with their families inside the jungle. During day time 
they used to weave baskets of cane or to make pottery for their 
living, but ‘during night they used to do dacoity on the ganges. 
Two of their leaders, known as “Ramdhon’ and “Siddheswar” or 
“Rama” and “Sidhe” in short were notorious. There was sharp 
turning, known as “Ghusury Bend”, on the ganges at this spot 
Where the pirates used to hide with their boats. Normal boats 
carrying passengers, used to ply unsuspectingly and they 
approached the sharp turn, the decoits used to pounce upon the 
“passengers for taking away their belongings. After snatching all 


= valuables, the pirates used to damage the boats in the midstream 


. for the purpose of sinking those. They were so cruel that even the 
-cries of ladies and children could not deter them from torture and 


__., killing or drowning. Gradually the dacoits infested the jungis on the 


-opposite bank of the river too and it became a nightmare to cross 
this place. 


Emergence of Sri Sri Nitai Gouranga 


Sri Kali Prasanna Chakroborty-a rich brahmin resident of 
Baghbazer was the disciple of Sri Goswami Prabhu of Sri 
Khardah. He was suffering from stomach ulcer and having failed 
to get any cure for his disease went to Tarakeswar for solace. 
After spending three nights without any food as a penance, a vision 
came to him which said “there is a huge pond in Malipara, 
Baranagar on the banks of the Ganges. By digging the land on the 
eastern flank of the pond, you will find one Srimad Bhagabat, one 
idol of Sri Gopal, one pair of wooden footwear and one salgram 
stone. Taking those items and by hacking off the two neem trees 
standing on the pond’s bank you arrange for making two idols of 


41 


Sri Sri Nitai Gouranga and then you shall have to arrange for regular 
worshipping those idols with those recovered items to get rid of 
your disease. The brahmin left Tarakeswar on the very same night 
to come to the destined place where he purchsed from Sri Dayaram 
Pala hugh chunk of land upto the bank of the ganges. He arranged 
for digging of that place but none of the items came out as the 
digging was mistakenly done on the western side of the pond. 
Heartbroken the brahmin once again went to Tarakeswar where 
on the first night Sri Tarak Nath came in his vision and told him to 
dig on the eastern side of the pond. The brahmin came back quickly 
to start digging with renewed vigour. 


Strangely enough, as the digging progressed thousands of 
snakes came out of the place to frighten the labourers who left the 
place. After sometime when snakes once again receded into their 
holes, the brahmin requested the labourers to start afresh but as 
they were very afraid, they refused to start digging. Seeing no 
other alternative, the brahmin become dejected and out of his 
frustration and sadness started to tell Sri Tarak Nath “Oh Lord 
Tarakeswar! Although you are full of kindness, due to my bad 
luck, I am being deprived of your pity. Be that as it may, 1 am, 
unable to withstand the pain of the disease I have decided.to take 
the course of suicide by drowning myself in the Ganges tonight”. 
This cry of anguish had rattled the seats of Sri Nitai and Sri Gouranga 
and they were unable to withstand it any more. 


As the Brahmin was in a state of slumber, taking the shapes 
of two boys of 10/12 years of age, Sri Nityananda Prabhu and Sri 
Gouranga Prabhu came there with great sympathy Sri Nityananda 
Prabhu started telling, “Oh brahmin! Wake up and do not cry any 
more. Today I came out in the guise of snakes. Go and start digging 
the place all by yourself and not by employing out castes anymore. 
You will get all the desired items and look at us, we want to be 
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worshipped in these forms. So, the idols that you are going to 
make from the two neem trees should resemble us and as soon as 
you have completed the arrangement for a permanent worship of 


us along with the designated items, all your pain and disease will 
subside and you will attain salvation.” 


The brahmin was extremly happy to start 99188 once more 
all by himself. Digging slightly down, he could locate a tunnel, and 
as he removed a single brick from the mouth of the tunnel he 


discovered all the items stacked there in one by one and as directed 
by Sri Tarak Nath. 


Finding this, the Brahmin was Siid He took possession 
of the items and by employing a carpenter he had two idols of Sri 
Nitai and Sri Gour built as he had seen in his dreams the other day. 
Mean while, he built a temple at the spot and on a full moon day of 
the month of Magh, he had the idols installed inside the temple 
ritualistically. Those idols and the four items of Sri Raghunath 
Acharyya are being preserved carefully and regularly worshipped 
at Sri Sri Path Bari Asram, Baranagar. 
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EIGHTH CHAPTER 


RE-EMERGENCE OF SRIL BHAGABAT ACHARYYA'S 
SRI PATHBARI 


As we have told earlier, Sri Kali Prasanna Chakroborty, after 
having purchased the plot of land streached upto the River Ganges, 
had resurrected the items buried with Sri Raghunath Acharyya 
and had establihed a regular worshipping ofthe deities as ordered. 
He named the place as "Sril Bhagabat Acharyya's Path Bari".and 
at the spot, where Srimon Mahaprabhu had danced for nine long 
hours at a stretch, where the mortal remains of Sri Raghu Nath 
Acharyya was buried, a small temple was built and it was named 
by him as Sri Bhagabat Acharyya's Path Ghar." 


Sri Radha, Radha Raman and Sri Jagannath, 
Sri Balaram and Subhadra Devi Deities 
Installation 


Sri Kali Prasanna Chakraborty used to stay at Bagh Bazar 
where he had made arrangements for regular worshipping of Sri 
Radha Raman, Sri Jagannath, Sri Balarm and Subhadra Devi-the 
deities given to him by the Goswamis of Khardha. Maintaining the 
twin arrangements of worship, one at his Bagh Bazar residence 
and the other at Baranagar was becoming difficult for Sri 
Chakraborty. So he decided to shift residence from Bagh Bazar to 
Baranagar to avoid operational difficulties. Accordingly, all the 
deities worshipped at his residence, had come to Baranagar and 
joined with the deities present at Sri Path Bari. Till date all the 
deities are being worshipped at Sri Pathbari. 
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Continuance of Worship by Sri Kali Prasanna Chakraborty 


and his Descendants. 


Sri Kali Prasanna Chakraborty, having been cured of his 
ailments, took upon him the entire responsibility of regular 
worshipping of the deities till his death. After his demise, his son 
Sri Krishna Prasad continued with the worshipping. Following his 
death, his son Sri Bhola Nath continued the process. However, 


Bhola Nath had three daughters and no male child. So he had to 


employ Sri Kartik Chandra Mukhopadhyay-a priest to continue 
with the process of worshipping of his deities. When Sri Bhola 
Nath passed away, Kartik Chandra took upon him the responsibility 
of worshipping. Kartik had a son by the name of Sri Lok Nath but, 
following his marriage, Lok Nath died leaving his aged father and 
his widow. As Kartik was growing old, he realised that it would 
not be possible for his widowed daughter-in-law to continue with 
the worshipping of the deities so he thought it prudent to hand over 
the charge to somebody else. And in 1232 Ban gabda, Baisakh 
(1826 AD, April/May) he handed over the responsibilities of 
worshipping the deities to Sri Swarup Das Babaji and passed away 


peacefully. 


Continuance of worship by Sri Swarup 


Das Babaji 


Thus, from the descedents of Sri Kali Prasanna Chakraborty 
of Bagh Bazar, the worshipping came down to Sri Swarup Das 
Babaji who continued with the relics from 1232 to 1270 Bangabda 
(1826 to 1864 AD). During his tenure the pirates faced danger 
which we shall elaborate now. 
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The Prirates in Trouble and Th eir Subseguent Release 


In 1232 Bangabda. Falgun (1826 AD, Feb/March), a boat 
carrying ten barrels of ghee (butter oil), was sailing along the 
Ganges from Calcutta to Murshidabad. Asthe boat approached 
the "Ghnsury Bend", it was attacked by the pirates who were 
hiding in the nearby bushes. The pirates killed all but one of the 
atendants and capsized the boat after taking away the barrels of 
ghee into their boats. The man, who got saved, swam across the 
river.to Bally-a village on he opposite bank of the river. He 
suceeded in reaching Murshidabad and in delivering the news of 
piracy to the Nawab. The Nawab was furious and ordered his 
soldiers to go to Baranagar for recovering the barrels and to 
punish the culprits. 


Meanwhile the pirates had the barrels of ghee hidden in the 
pond on the western side of the temple of Sri Sri Mahaprabhu. 
Within two months or so, one of the barrels broke and patches of 
ghee could be seen floating on the water. The prirates became 
panicky as they thought that the Nawab's soldiers would come for 
a search and when they would find ghee floating on the pond they 
would dig out all the barrels and finding us out of dens would surely 
killus. Out of fear for life, the pirates came and surrendered to Sri 
Swarup Das Babaji who was known in the locality as a holy man 
with supreme power. After listening to their story, the holy man 
told the pirates "You have been so cruel to the passengers of the 
boats passing by this way that even the ladies and children are not 
spared by you despite their crying for mercy. Some times it becomes 
so unbearable that, closing my doors, 1 weep for them profusely 
for bringing some pity to your minds. However, since you are crying 
for the lives of your womenfolk and children, my N itaichand will 
save them surely provided you promise before Him that in future 
you will never ever do piracy". The dacoits immediately made the 
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promise and said that if they came out alive from the Nawab’s 
wrath, they will have their living from selling baskets, earthen pots 
etc and that they will ultimately leave this place. The Babaji told 
them "All of you go, I shall:be doing the necessary. But, be careful. 
Dont indulge in piracy during the rest of your life." 


Saving the Lives of the Pirates and Naming of the Pond 


After the pirates left, Sri Swarup Das Babaji started telling 
all visitors to the temple that “within” a months time from now on, 
whoever pours five guarters (one and one fourth seer) of ghee in 
that pond and makes any wish, the wish is going to be fulfilled". 
As soon as this message spread people from far and near started 
coming to Baranagar for pouring ghee in that pond towards 
fulfilment oftheir wishes. In this way that pond came to be known 
as "Ghrita Puskarini" as innumerable patches of ghee could be 
seen floating in it. The Nawab's soldiers came searching for the 
stolen barrels of ghee but did not bother to check this pond and 
thus the lives of the pirates were saved. Keeping their word, the 
pirates too stopped practising priracy and boat Journey through the 
Ganges became safe as well as hassle free. 


Sounds of Sankirtan at dead of night 


When Sri Swarup Das Babaji was in charge of the 
worshipping, the people residing in the neighbourhood used to 
listen sankirtan during dead of night. They often came to ask 
Babaji as to whether he had any celebrations during previous 
night, where many disciples came to perform sankirtan. Sri 
Swarup 1385 Babaj would answer "yes. I have also heard sound 
of sankirtan last night just like you. I think that was the sound of 
Sri Mahaprabhu singing and dancing with his disciples at this 
holy place. You all are very lucky and blessed to have your places 
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of residence near this holy spot and to listen to his sankirtan. 
Srimon Mahaprabhu danced here at a streach for nine hours and 
so it is said— 

"Even today those leelas performed by Gora Rai 

Some of the few lucky could see the same.” (perceive) 


Sri Swarup Das Babaji's Disciple Srinibas 
Babaji's taking charge. 


In this way having worshipped the deities for 38-long years, 
Sri Swarup Das Babaji breathed his last in 1270 Bangabda (1864 
A.D) when his disciple Srinibas Babaji took charge. The neighbours 
used to call him Srinibas Mohanto. He served the deities for 24 
years i.e, upto 1294 Bangabda (1888 A.D). 


Mahotsav on Maghi Purnima Day 


Since the temple and the deities were formally installed by 
Sri Kali Prasanna chakraborty on a Maghi Purnima day, In 
remembering that occasion it was ritual to have a Mahotsav on 
that day every year. The ritual continued unfailingly till 1284 
Bangabda. (1878 A.D) and Srinibas Mohanto used to perform the 
celebration even by begging for alms from people 


Initiation of an Utsav on chaitra Krishna Dwadashi 


When Srinibas Babaji was looking after the establishment, a 
few pious persons came to visit the temple and adviced him to 
perform an utsav every year on the day of arrival of Srimon 
Mahaprabhu. Accordingly, from the year 1284 Bangabda (1878 
A.D) he started the yearly utsav in remembrance of Srimon 


Mahaprabhu's coming here on Falgun Krishna' Dwadashi in the 
month of Chaitra. 
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Sri Rajendra nath Gangopadhyay's becoming Shebait 


During the tenure of Srinibas Mohanto, one Sri Raiendra 
Nath Gangopadhyay of Kutighat used to visit this place regularly. 
Gradually, he got acguainted with the Mohanto and when the 
Mohanto left for his heavenly abode in 1294 Bangabda (1888 A.D) 
charge of worshipping the idols was given to Sri Gangopadhyay 
who, incidentally was the son-in-law ofthe Goswamis of Khardha. 
However, after a few years of worshippin g by the resident disciples, 
this was once again taken ever by Sanyasin Vaishnava. From 
1232 to 1294 (64years), the worship was in the hands of Sanyasins 
and thereafter from 1294 to 1334 (40 years) the resident disciples 
took charge. How from 1334 Bangabda (1928 A.D) the Sanyasin 
Vaishnavas came in charge will be discussed later. 


Sri Rajendra Nath Gangopadhyay used to meticulously 
perform the worshipping of deities by own hands. He had four 
sons. The eldest Sri Sashi Bhusan, the second son Sri Gyanendra 


Nath, the third one Sri Jatindra Nath and the you gest Sri Dhirendra 
Nath Gangopadhyay., 


“Sri Sashi Bh usan Gangopadhyay's becoming shebait 


A ae the expiry of Sri Rajendra nath Gangopadhyay, he 
i hie the responsibility of worshipping onto the shoulders of 
with ut St Son Sri Sashi Bhusan, who used to perform the worshi p 
ied sánh Care. During his tenure, his second and third brother 
Bijoy. Out any offspring. Sri Sashi Bhusan had a son named 


Proposal Jor handing over of worship to Sri Radha 
Raman Charan Das Babaji Maharaj 


On the ay 


day of Chait ishna Dwadashi, 1310 
Bangabda (1904 of Chaitra, Falgun Krishna Dwadashi 


A.D), Sri Radha Raman Charan Das Deb-the 
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master of Sripad Babaji Maharaj, came to witness the utsav being 
performed in rememberance of Sri Mahaprabhu's coming here. 
He came to know about the poverty of the shebait Sri Sashi Bhusan 
Gangopadhyay which was also evident from the damaged condition 
of the tample. Sri Charandas Babaji was pained to see the condition 
and accordingly, he informed this to Sri Prasanna Kumar Roy 
Bahadur of Dakhinswar and to Roy Jatindra Mohan Chodhury 
Bahadur the zamindar of Taki. These two gentlemen immidiately 
came with funds and requested Sri Charan Das Babaji to take 
charge of the temple to which the Babaji was agreeable. They 
also convinced Sri Sashi Bhusan to relieve charge in favour of Sri 
Charan Das Babaji. However, a few days before registration of 
the charge hand over, Sri Sashi Bhusan declined to sign the court 
deeds, although in the meantime major repairs had already been 
done at a cost of (approx) Rs.500/- by the aforesaid two gentlemen. 
Those gentlemen left accepting that everything was happening in 
accordance with the wishes of Sril Bhagabat Acharyya. 


Sri Dhirendra & Sri Bijoy Gangopadhyay's becoming 
Shebaits TẾ 


After Sri Sushi Bhusan's demise in 1314 Bangabda (1908 
A.D), his youngest brother Sri Dhirendra and his son Sri Bijoy 
Gangopadhyay somehow carried out with the deities' worship. 


Sri Bijoy Gangopadhyay's becoming Shebait 


In 1328 Bangabda (1922 A.D), when Sri Dhirendra expired 
it became very difficult for Sri Bijoy to carry on with the worshipping 
of the dities and performing the other functions and utsavs. He 
was on the look out for somebody for taking charge of the temple 
administration but as the estate had only a meagre income none 
agreed to come forward for taking charge. At that time Bijoy often 
used to tell Sri Babaji Mabaraj (Sri Ramdas Babaji Maharaj) to 
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take charge and to relieve him of the responsibility to which Sri 
Babaji used to reply "All will be possible with Nitai Chand's 
blessings." 


The Mahotsav of 1332 and 1333 Bangabda. 


Gradually it became impossible for Bijoy to perform Srimon 
Mahaprabhu's Arrival Ceremony (Agamani utsav) when he 
requested the residents of the village' "If you are able to perform 
the ceremony., do it since it will not be possible for me to spent.” 
Then the gentlemen of Baranagar ( Sri Debendra nath 
Chattopadhyay—zamindar, Sri Banwarilal Dhole. Hony. Magistrate, 
Sri Ashutosh Pramanik-the vice Chairman of Municipality, Sri 
Banku Behari sen, Sri Dharmadas Mukhopadhyay. Sri Jiban 
Krishna Saha etc) called a meeting and by publishing an 
advertisement in the news papers, asking for donations, could 
perform the utsav. Thereafter, how they could hand over temple 
administration to Sri Babaji Maharaj on the 4th day of Chaitra, 
1334 Bangabda (1928 A.D) is being detailed herein below. 


“The Mahotsav of 1334 and Sri Babaji Maharaj’s 
| becoming Shebait. 

As we have told, somehow the celebrations for the years 
1332 and 1333 could be completed by accepting donations from 
the public as well as by the generous efforts of the gentry. From 
then on, Bijoy and other gentlemen were in the look out for handing 
over of the temple complex to some sanyasin. Meanwhile, Sri 
Pulin Bihari dey of M/S. Sen Law & Co, Sri Panchu gopal Kumar 
of salkia etc. the near and dear disciples of Sri BabaJi Maharaj 
had collected money and were looking for a plot of land on the 
banks of the Ganges for the purpose of opening a permanant 
hermitage located in Kolkata. On hearing this, Sri Babaji Maharaj 
called them and said "Look, it is my Grudev's instruction that instead 
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of opening a new place of worship one should try to restore and 

maintain the old ones where the Lord had performed His leela 

earlier. So itis my wish that you try to acguire the temple, deities 
and relices of Sri Bhagabat Acharyya from the present Shebaits 

who, arising out of poverty, had been repeatedly reguesting me to 
takeover." The disciples, on hearing this, were hurt but keptmum. 
Because, they were getting ready for opening a hermitage in the 
city of Calcutta. This development, somehow, reached the ears 
of Bijoy-the Shebait of the estate of Sri Bhagabat Acharyya. 
When he disclosed this news to zamindar Sri Deben Babu, the 
zamindar said "You go and meet Babaji Maharaj today itself and 
holding his feet on your head tell him “Father, please rescue me 
from this sin of improper worship. I have come to you since you 
are the only one who can do this'. On hearing your prayers, he will 
not be able to dishearten you but will surely accept the responsibility 
of worshipping of this holy place which bears the footprints of 
Srimon Mahaprabhu. You do not waste even single minute but go 
to him immediately." Hearing these, Bijoy rushed to meet Sri Babaji 
Maharaj to place his prayers whereupon Sri Babaji Maharaj agreed 
to accept the responsibility. Accordingly, the very next morning 
Pulin Babu and Lalit Babu were sent by Babaji Maharaj to meet 
Deben Babu at Baranagar for discussin g the matter in detail. While 
Pulin Babu and Lalit Babu were having discussions with Deben 
Babu, Sri BabaJi Maharaj rushed to meet Sri Atul krishna Goswami 
for keeping him posted ofthe developments. The Goswami Prabhu 
was utterly happy and he himself tried to exercise his influence to 
hasten the process. Since, on an earlier occasion, he had tried to 
transfer the rights of worship to Sri Charan Das Babaji Maharaj 

but failed in his attempts, he was doubly eager to have the deal 

ni in rile! as this time the shebaits themselves were willing 

mG tị Al le rights. That very evening, Goswarni Prabhu yan: 

gar to meet Bijoy and Dhiren's wife. In this fashion,within 
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a few days the entire process of transfer was discussed and 
finalised. But there ought to be some hurdles in doing good work 
and to justify the proverb, just four days before the date of 
registration, Dhiren's wife declined to put her signature on the 
deed of transfer. On getting this information, Pulin Babu conveyed 
the same to Sri Babaji Maharaj who, in turn, asked him to inform 
Sri Atul Krishna Goswami immediately. As directed, Pulin Babu 
rushed to inform Goswami Prabhu at his residence. Prabhuji was 
getting ready to have his bath but, hearing the bad news, with oil 
smeared on his body he took Pulin Babu in a motor car and started 
. for Deben Babu's home at Baranagar. From there the three of 
them went to meet Dhiren's wife to convince her to agree to sign 
the transfer deed. On persuation, Dhiren's wife agreed and only 


then Goswami Prabhu had his bath at Sri Mahaprabhu's Ghat, 
Baranagar. 


It needs to be said here that, it was Sri Atul Krishna 
Goswami's eagerness that made it possible for Babaji Maharaj's 
becoming Shebait of Sri Bhagabat Acharyy's Sripat and its 
becoming one important landmark in the Vaishnab cult. Foundation 
of "Sri Grantha Mandir" (Library) and initiation of the famed 
exhibition of Vaishnab relics are also due to Sri Goswami Prabhu. 
Be that as it may, since the date for "Sri Mahaprabhu's Agaman 
utsav" was coming near, the local gentlemen once again advertised 
in the newspapers for donation and everybody was busy in the 
preparation for the function. 


On the 4th day of Chaitra, 1334 Bangabda at about 11.30 
Hrs. Sri Path Bari was registered in the name of 
Sri Babaji Maharaj. 


As stated earlier, the local gentrys were trying to collect 
donation for the Annual Function of 1334 which was scheduled to 
be held on 6th Chaitra. Meanwhile on 4th Chaitra, Satarday, at 
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about 11.30 hrs. in the morning Sri Pathbari Ashram. was registereg 
in the name of Sri Babaji Maharal. | 

Dhirendra Nath's wife and Bijoy, relinguishing their rights 
on the property, made Sri Babaji Maharaj the Shebait and all the 
immovable properties were registered in his favour: 


Sri Sri Nitai Gouranga and their old temple. 

One dilapidated room on the north side of the temple. 

One dilapidated store-room on the south side of the temple. 
One dilapidated dining-room on the north side of'the storeroom. 
Two dilapidated living-rooms on the east side of'the. temple, 


ው አልህ bò — 


One small Sri Bhagabat Acharyya's Pathghar in front of 
temple. 
7. Sixteen Cottahs of land by the side of River Ganges. 


8. Aforesaid rooms and Sri Temple were on a plot measuring 2 
Bighas 1 Cottah. 

Excepting for Sri Sri Nitai Gouranga's temple almost all the 

other rooms were-in-such a dilapidated condition, that their ceilings 

needed to be propped up by bamboo supports from the ground. 


The temple, was repaired in 1310 Bangabda by Sri Prasanna Kumar- 
Ray Bahadur. 


The following deities were registered for worship by Sri 
Babaji Maharaj :- 


|. Sri Sri Nitai Gouranga 2 Heads 
2. Sri Sri Radha Krishna Pair 4 Heads 
3. Sri Sri Gopal | Head 
4. Sri Sri Jagannath, Balaram, 

Subhadra 3 Heads 
3. Sri Sri Lakshmi Devi | Head 
6. Sri Sri Baneswar Shiva 1 Head 
7. Sri Sri Bhagabati | Head 
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8. Sri Sri Narayan (Salgram Stone 
assorted) 32 Heads 

9. Sri Srimad Bhagabat (The one 
which used to be read by Sri 

Bhagabat Acharyya) | Head 
10. Sri Sri Wooden Foot-wear 
(The one given to Sri Acharyya | pair 
by Sri Mahaprabhu) 47 





Sri Sri Babaji Maharaj's disciples coming to Sri Sri 
Path Bari and Performance of First utsav 


It has been said earlier that Srimon Mahaprabhu's Arrival 
ceremony was to be celebrated on monday, 6th Chaitra, 1334 
Bangabda and on saturday, the 4th of Chaitra, Dasami, Sri Sri 
Path Bari Ashram was registered in Sri Babaji Maharaj's name. 
On the day of Sri Ekadoshi (1. e. on sunday) Sri Babaji Maharaj 
reguested Sri Nani Gopal Das, Sri Chaitanya Das, Sri Lalit Mohan 
Das etc- 10/ 12 ofhis beloved disciples to go to Sri Path Bari from 
Darmahatta Ashram. and to start "Asta Prahar Samkirtan" there. 
Accordingly the disciples came to Baranagar-on Sunday afternoon, 
and they started the Asta Prahar Nam Samkirtan" from that 
evening. On Monday morning, Babaji Mahasay arrived at Sri Path 
Bari and from 10.00 am to 12.00 noon Sri Sri Maha Prabhu's 
Arrival Kirtan was sung. The "Asta Prahar continued till the evening 
and on Tuesday morning Babaji Mahasay conducted a huge Nagar 
Samkirtan." This year's celebration was completed with the donation 
recived from Deben Babu and others. Following completion of 
the registration of Sri Sri Path Bari, Sri Babaji Maharaj observed 
that Dhiren's wife and children had nothing to live on. So, he 


55 


purchsed Company's share Scrips worth for Rs. 3500/- (Rs. Three 
thousand five hundred only) and purchsed a plot of land and house 
in Bon Hooghly at a cost of Rs. 1200/-(Rs. one thousand Two 
hundred only) for Dhiren's widowed sister and her son. Sri Deben 
Babu subseguently brougt the deeds in respect of Sri Path Bari 
from Sri Panna Lal, Pleader. 


Establishing a Sanskrit School (Tol) at Path Bari | 


Srijukta Gobinda Chandra Kavya Tirtha Sashtri—one of the 
disciples of Sri Babaji Maharaj and resident of Kotulpur, Bankura, 
used to take Sri Babaji Maharj to their "Sri Vaishnab Toshani 
Harisabha" at Kotulpur every year for the yearly celebrations. 
For nine consecntive years from 1328 Bangabda onwards, Sri Babaji 
Maharaj had been to Bankura to take part in the functions. - 

Sri Gobinda Chandra Sashtri had his school of Sanskrit studies 
at Kotulpur where in addition to the other religious text, study of 
"Sri Sri Hari Namamrita Vyakaran" by Sri Srijib Goswami and 
that of Vaishnva philosophy was of significance. Seeing this, out 
of the educated and pro-education disciples of Sri Babaji Mahara) 


one Sri Ram Gati Ghosal requested that pundit to open a similar ` 
school at 190, Dharmahatta street Ashram. Agreeing to the . 


proposal, the Pundit approched Sri Babaji Maharaj for his permission 
when Babaji Maharaj told him that, as per the wish of his Gurudev, 
opening of a tol for studying Vaishnava philosophy was cherised 
in his mind, so he was readily agreeable to the proposal. But, since 
he was not in a position to offer any honourarium to the Pundit, he 
was wondering as to how the Pundit would be able to run his 
family. The pundit replied that while he was not worried about his 
family, what would befall the ten and odd students who were totally 
dependant on him. 


Sri Babai Maharaj replied that, if it was possible for the 
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residents of this hermitage to have food by the grace of Sri Nitai 
Chand, the ten and odd students would also be fed by Him. In this 
way, in the year 1333 a new Sanskrit school (by the name "Sri Sri 
Radha Raman chatuspati) was opened in the said Darmahatta, 
Ashram. 

The school was running for two years with the aforesaid 
students. Subsequently, after Sri Babaji Maharaj took over as 
Shebäit of Sri Pathbari Ashram the Sanskrit school was shifted to 
the site and renamed as “Sri Sri Bhagabat Chatuspathi." Presently, 

“the school enjoys full recognition of the West Bengal Board of 
Sanskrit studies and offers various courses in Sanskrit Literature 
and Vaishnava Philosophy. 


Vaishnav Congregation at Sri Path Bari 


">> As mentioned earlier, on 4th of Chaitra 1334 Bangabda, Sri 

Babaji Maharaj took over as Shebait and on 6th Chaitra, Sri Maha 
Prabhu's Arrival festival was celebrated. On 12th of Chaitra, 
Sunday, a Vaishnav Congregation was held at Pathbari where 
Prabhupada Sri Atul Krishna Goswami took the President's Chair. 
Sri Kanu Priya Goswami, Sri Satyendra Nath Dutta, Sri Dwijapada 
Goswami, Sri Gouranga Das Babaji, Sri Swarup Das Babaji etc. 
from Sri Vrindavan delivered lectures on the occassion. While 
delivering the President's message, Prabhupada Sri Atul Krishna 
Goswami said that, "Instead of Baranagar, let this village be known 
as Baro Nagar i.e. the best town." At first, Sri Biswarup Goswami 
Prabhu; Sri Dinesh Chandra Bhattacharyya and others sang a 
- few devotional songs and then the lectures started. From 4.00 PM 
to 8.00 PM the programme continued. Various groups of singer, 
came to visit the Ashram and all were offered prasad. This 
programme and distribution of prasad during occassion continues 
till today. 
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Foundation stone Laying-for Sri Sri Nitai Gouranga 
Temple and Sri Babaji Maharajs Living Room 


After taking over the mantle in 1334 Bangabda, Sri Babaji 
Maharaj was trying hard to have the damaged temple repaired 
and restored. Arrangements were made to have the eastern bank 
of "Ghrita Puskarini" rebuilt. But a sudden torrential rain in 1335, 
Jaistha, washed out the newly built banks and this delayed the 
total reparing programme almost by a year. However, by spending 
nearly Rs. 2000/- (Rs. Two Thousand only) the bank of the pond 
was rebuilt in 1335 Magh-the entire pond was dried up by pumping 
out water utilising Engine Pumps. There after, in 1336 Bangabda, 
3rd day of Asharh, Monday, being auspicious Ekadoshi at about 
9.40 AM the foundation stone of Sri Sri Nitai Gouranga Temple 
was laid. The first brick was laid by the Goswami Prabhu from 
Nimtolla and at that time, the foundation stone of Sri Babaji 
Maharaj's room, on the eastern side of the temple, was laid. Fora 
few days, Sri Sri Nitai Gouranga stayed in a dilapidated room. 


Sri Sri Nitai Gouranga's sta y in Babaji Maharaj’s Room 


As discussed above, during the period the temple was being 
built, Nitai Gouranga had to spend a few days in a dilapidated 
room. Meanwhile when Sri Babaji Maharaj's room was ready for 
Occupation, he was requested to start staying theirin whenever he 
was at Baranagar. Sri Babaji Maharaj refused to accept the 
Proposal and argued that "when Sri Sri Nitai Gouranga are staying 
In a dilapidated room, how can I stay in the new room ? 1 suggest 
that till such time the temple is ready, let the idols occupy the new 
room. "In keeping with his wishes, on 10th of Agrahayan, 1336 
Bangabda, Srimon Mahaprabhu was brought to the new room and 
Babaji Maharaj occupied the bamboo-propped dilapidated room. 
The cost of construction of the two rooms of Sri Babaji Maharaj 
was Rs. 5000/-, (Rs. Five Thousand only) and this expenditure 
was brone by the Queen of posta. 
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NINTH CHAPTER 
A. FEW MIRACULOUS INCIDENTS 


After Sri Babaji Maharaj took over possession on 4th of 
Chaitra, 1334, from then on a few miraculous incidents took place 
here. The servers in the Ashram were staying in that 
bamboopropped dilapidated room wherein, for a few days, Srimon 
Nitai Gouranga Prabhus too were lodged. Then the old temple 
was dismantled, the place was filled up with debris, construction 
materials and wild vegetation. About 7 to 8 persons (servers) were 
accomodated in two dilapidated rooms. A store room was there 
by the side ofthose dilapidated rooms. Now we shall tell about the 
miraculous incidents. | 


Sounds of Dance and Kirtan from Sri Bhagabat 
Accharyya's Path Ghar. 


_. On 22nd of Chaitra, 1334 the sky was full of dark black 
clouds in the evening. The surrounding was pitched dark and it 
was difficult to look beyond even a short distance. After the evening 
prayers and aratrik was over, the Ashramites were sitting on their 
asanas contemplating or turning beads-etc when, suddenly 
Chaitanya Das and Bhikhary Pujari heard from the store room— 
somebody was singing in a charming voice and occasionally dancing 
and clapping inside the Path Ghar. They heard the sounds for 
about 10 minutes and came out of the store-room to investigate as 
to what was the source of that sound. With a light in their hand, 
they stood in front of the Path Ghar but could not find anybody 
there. So, they came to the temple and enquired from the server 
Mukunda (of Panihati) "Just now who was singing sweetly and 
dancing here?" Mukunda replied "I have heard it too, but being 
busy with the dacoration of the deities, | did not pay much attention." 
Then Chaitanya Das and Bhikhary Pujari asked the other 
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asta prahar Samkirtan was in progress. At about 4.00 PM, a 
shebait named Radhika while going inside the deities room saw 
that, below the bed of Sri Narayan but on the throne, a salgram 
shila with silver band and sandalwood smeared tulasi on top and 
bottom was lying. Seeing this, he immediately called Deben Babu 
(Dobu Babu) Lalit Babu for showing it to them. They were totally 
dumbstruck with the others who had seen this miracles. They lay 
on the ground in salutation and advised Radhika to worship that 
'salgram shila’ with the other deities. | 


Sri Sri Nitai Gouranga's moving to the New Temple 


On Wednesday, the 5th day of Kartick, 1337 the new temple 
was established in which, at about 10.40 A.M, the idols were placed 
formally. At that time. Sri Jitendra Lal Goswami of Khardah, 
Prabhupad Sri Atul Krishna Goswami, Grand Father (Dada Moshai) 
from Singur and many other dignitories were present at site. The 
idols were slowly and carefully taken from their seats to the newly 
built temple holding them on the chest amidst beating of drums 
blowing of conch shell and loud samkirtan. Thereafter, a huge 
utsav was held in celebrating the occasion. During this period, 
being indisposed, Sri Babaji Maharaj was staying in Deben Babu's 
house for 15/16 days. 

Mother of Sri Barendra Nath Roy of RajaNaba Krishna 
street (near Grey street), in memory of her deceased husband 
Late Bansi Dhar Roy, spent Rs. 15,000/- (Rs. Fifteen Thousand 
only) to built the temples. The marble tablet on the temple's wall 
indicate the month of Aswin as the inaugural month of the temple 
but as no auspicious day could be found in Aswin, the temple was 
inaugurated on Sth Kartick. 


Ornaments Of Sri Sri Nitai Gouranga 


When Sri Babaji Maharaj took charge of the deities, then 
they were wearing two loin clothes and two silver waist bands, 


62 


there were nothing else. Gradually people started giving clothes 
and ornaments to the deities. 


Clothes of Velvet for Sri Sri Radha Krishna 


Sri Debendra Nath Chattopadhyay-maternal grandson ofthe 
zamindars of Baranagar, spent about Rs. 40/- (Rs. forty only) for 
tailoring two sets of Velvet dress for Sri Sri Radha Krishna. The 
sets were tailored in such a way that the ornaments could be worn 
on the dress. This happened in 1337, in the month of Pous. 


Miraculous Weight Gain by Sri Sri Radha Krishna 


In the month of Magh. 1337, a disciple from Kolkata was 
desirous of donating a pair of golden bangles for the Radha Krishna 
idols. The next day a gold smith was called and Sri Deben Babu 
went inside the temple with the gold smith, for taking measurement 
of the bangles in such a manner that the same could be worn on 
the velvet dress. Sri Mukundo (the sebait of the deities) brought 
the deities down from the throne for the measurement. When the 
bengles were delivered, they fitted perfectly over the velvet dress 
as desired. Afterwards, on the occasion of Arrival ceremony 
(Agamani utsav of Sri Sri Maha Prabhu) when the golden bangles 
were brought out for the deities wearing, those could not be fitted 
either with the velvet on or, even on the bare hands of the deties. 
Even the velvet dress was found to have become tight of the 
deities” body. Then everybody thought that the deties have gained 
weight and have become fat on getting desired service from the 
sebaits. Those velvet dresses and the golden bangles are still 
preserved at Sri Sri Path bari Ashram. 


Laying of Foundation stone of Nat Mandir 
(Dance floor) 


On 30th day of Baishak, 1338 Bangabda, Wednessday, 
Ekadosy, Prabhupada Sri Atul Krishna Goswami had laid the 
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foundation stone of Sri Nat Mandir. Sri Jitendra Lak Goswami of 
Khardah etc were present on the occasion. Prabhupad Sri Atul 
Krishna Goswami held the trowel, brick and mortar in his own 


hands to do the job. 


Inauguration of the Nat Mandir 


On 16th Chaitra, 1339, the Nat Mandir was inaugurated. 
The widow of Late Nanda Lal Sett-eldest son of the Late Raghu 
Nath Sett of 55, Balaram Dey Street of kolkata in memory of her 
husband, had donated Rs. 12,000/- (Rupees Twelve Thousand only), 
for construction of the Nat Mandir. 


Construction of Sri Bhagabat Acharyya 's Path Ghar and its 
Inauguration 


Sril Bhagabat Acharyya's study room was built along with 
the Nat Mandir. This room too was constructed from the donation 
of Rs. 1000/- (Rs. One thousand only) made by the widow of 
Late Nanda Lal sett in his memory. This Path Ghar was 
Inaugurated on 6th day of Chaitra, 1339 Bangabda. 


Initiation of Sri Sri Grantha Mandir, (The Library) 


On 12th of Jaistha, 1339, Thursday, there came to Sri Path 
Bari from the house of Sri Gopendra Bhusan Moitra of 
Baharampur, Murshidabad, about one thousand five hundred hand 
written manuscripts packed in 5 big boxes. Sri Ram Narayan Vidya 
Ratna of Murshidabad took the pain of publishing the vaishnava 
scriptures by sorting out these manuscripts and his efforts did a lot 
good for the Vaishnava world. His Holiness Sri Babaji Maharaj 
was present in the Path Bari. On seeing the boxes containing the 
manuscripts he advised his servers (sevakas) "Right now worship 
these boxes. then offer prasad, then start kirtan and worship these 
boxes just like idols, the process should continue everyday and 
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there should not be any deviation. Hearing the words from Sri 
Babaji Maharaj, 1 brought a picture of Sri Sri Saraswati Mata, 
which was hanging on the wall, and placed it on the box. The 
picture was worshipped on that day. On the next day, I brought a 
large picture of Sri Sri Nitai Gour and placed that too on the boxes. 
From that day on, Sri Sri Netai Gouranga and Sri Sri Saraswati 
Devi are being worshipped side by side. Subsequently, Sri Babaji 
Maharaj iterated that "If I am unable to make proper arrangements 
for storing the manuscripts in a library, my life will not be worth 
living." Hearing these words, Sri Bankim Chandra Das, a disciple 
from Sri Dham Puri, opened his suitcase, brought out a piece of 
paper and bowed down to place in front of Sri Babaji Maharaj's 
feet. Pulinda took the piece of paper to see that the same was a 
companies share script worth Rs. 2000/- (Rupee Two thousand 
only). Everybody was astounded to see Sri Bhagabat Acharyya s 
leela. Pulinda took that gentleman on his chest and said "You have 
done a great service to your guru. Your life is blessed." Meanwhile, 
Pulinda had bought a piece of land for the library at a cost of Rs. 
4000/- (Rupees Four thousand only). Thereafter the Queen of 
Posta, had this library building built at a cost of Rs. 20,000 (Rupees 
Twenty thousand only). 


Laying of foundation stone of Sri Grantha Mandir (Library) 


On 15th day of Jaistha, 1340, Monday at about 9.30 a.m., 
Prabhupad Sri Atul Krishna Goswami laid the foundation stone of 
the library building. The assembled disciples started singing 
devotional songs (Kirtan) in a loud voice. Prabhupada Sri Atul 
Krishna Goswami, holding a silver trowel in his hands, laid the 
foundation stone for the library. Thereafter Sri Gobardhan Goswami, 
Sri Babaji Maharaj, Sri Deben Babu, Sri Lalit Babu, myself and 
everybody else present took turn to place brickas for the 
foundation. Every body was very happy. Sri Amulyadhan Roy 
Bhatta of Panihati collected about two thousand manuscripts over 
a long. period of time and he was requesting Sri Babaji Maharaj 
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for opening a library. It appeared that his wishes were going to be 
fulfilled. Besides these, he had also collected various other articles 
of interest for vaishnavas and wanted to have those exhibited 
nicely. On learning that a permanent exhibition was going to be in 
place, he was happy. According to the wishes of Sri Babaji Maharaj, 
the library was named "Sri Sri Gouranga Grantha Mandir." 


Sri Grantha's (Holy Book's) Arrival to Sri Sri Gouranga 
Granth Mandir. 


On 25th of Magh, 1341, Friday, the day of Sri Sri Saraswati 
Puja, the Holy Books were shifted to Sri Sri Grantha Mandir from 
Sri Babaji Maharaj's room and from that day on the-books were 
being worshipped in the Grantha Mandir (Library). Before this, 
the books were being worshipped at Sri Babaji Maharaj's room. 


Installation of Sri Sri Gauranga Grantha Mandir and 
Vaishnava Exhibition. 


On 22nd Chaitra, 1341, Sri Sri Gouranga Grantha Mandir 
and the Vaishnava Exhibition were installed formally. From 17th 
Chaitra to 23rd Chaitra i.e. for seven days, the books were read in 
tandems. Different books were read by eight different heads from 
6.00 a.m. to 9.00 a.m. 

Sri Gurudas Babaji-9th and 10th volumes upto 45th Ch- 
Srimad Bhagabat 

Sri Gourdas Babaji (Upen-Ist to 4th volumes)-Srimad 
Bhagabat. 

Sri Gobinda Ch. Shastri-Sth to 8th volumes-Srimad Bhagabat 

Sri Nagendra N. Kabiraj 10th Vol. from 45th Ch to 12th Vol 
-Srimad Bhagabat 

Sri Nabadwip Das Babaji—Sri C haitanya Charitamrita Half. 

Sri Parimal Thakur-Sri Chaitanya Charitamrita. Half 

Sri Haridas Ghosal-Sri Chaitanya Bhagabat Whole 

Sri Kali Charan Bandopadhyay-Sri Chaitanya Mongal whole 
and Others did the reading. 
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¡nh Today the 17th of Chaitra happened to be the date of arrival 
of Sri Mahaprabhu to Path Bari. Sri Babaji Maharaj sang the arrival 
leela kirtan from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. | 


On 22nd of Chaitra, Sri Sri Gouranga Grantha Mandir was 
inaugurated. On that day, a Vaishnava Congregation was held at 
Path Bari. Inumerable disciples came and visited the Grantha 
Mandir, the Exhibition and they became extremely happy. 
Everybody said that such a library and exhibilition were the first of 
its kind in the world. From that day, this Grantha Mandir remained 
open to the public. The unpublished manuscripts kept in this Grantha 
Mandir are gradully being published in our "Sri Sri Nitai Sundar" 
monthly magazine. A description of the Vaishnava Exhibition is 
also being published therein. 


TENTH CHAPTER 


FROM PANIHATI-THE ADVENT OF SRI SRI 
MAHA PRABHU 


- On 15th. chaitra 1341 BS. the day of Krishna Dashami Sri 
Sri Mahaprabhu touched his foot prints in Raghab Bhawan, Panihati. 
Next day, on 16th chaitra in Ekadashi tithi under the Banyan tree 
on the banks of Suradhuni (Ganga) the Lord Sang Kirtans round 
the clock. 

In the Afternoon Sri Babaji Maharaj after going to Panihati 
knelt down at the feet of Sri Sri Mahaprabhu and Orchestrated 
Kirtan for some time before coming back to Pathbari. On the 
following day i.e. 17th chaitra Dwadoshi Tithi Sri Amulayadhan 
Roy, Bhatta accompanying Sri Sri Mahaprabhu from Raghab 
Bhawan went towards Patbari, having seated Him in a well 
decorated boat and continued singing Kirtan with musical 
instruments (Sri Khol and Kartal etc) and dancing with chore at 
the same time. On the other side Sri Babaji Maharaj with a well 
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decorated throne from Patbari went towards the ም” ል ብግ = g 
with many ardent devotees who happented to be ፡ — all the 
way through and reached the ghat at about 5 p.m. in the a erNOON. 
The devotees standing for a few minutes started rechanting loudly 
"Gour Haribol" and at times "J ai Sri Krishna Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 
Jai", having seen a colourful boat at a distance with a red fastoon 
attached. As the boat neared the ghat, uncle Sri Nanda carried Sri 
Mahaprabhu on his shoulder and got him seated on the throne. 


The devotes after singing Kirtan and dancing for a few 
moments at the bank of Surodhoni brought Sir Mahaprobhu, 
surrounding Him from all sides to Patbari. This isthe place, where 
Sri Mahaprabhu in a standing posture danced for 9 (nine) hours at 
a stretch about 425 years back. He was seated on the Pulpit and 
our Toll-pandit Sri Gobinda Chandra Kabayatirtha read out the 
scripts from the Srimad Bhagabat Gita and sang Iyrical ballads of 
Gopigeet. 

Thereafter at night Sri Babaji Maharaj sang Kirtan on the 
advent of Sri Sri Mahaprobhu at Patbari. Next morning was started 
the ‘NAM YAGNA’ for 24 Prahars and enshring of 8 deties in 
Gouranga Grantha Mandir. This year Sri Sri Mahaprobhu came to 
Patbari on boat, on 20th Chaitra, Wednesday, Howrah Samaj 
enacted Yatra Pala "Nader Nemai” from 9 p.m. to la.m. 
Thereafter the foundation of Sri Gourranga Grantha Mandir took 
place along with holding of 'Vaishnab Sommelan'. On the 24th 


Chaitra in the morning Sri Babaji Maharaj inagurated "Nagar Kirtan’ . 


in a befitting manner. After this the ground festivity was held where 
‘Malsa Bhog’ of 183 Mohantos were'offered. The festive'mood 
IS still in existance and with the blessings of Sri Bhagat Achäryya 
and Sripada Babaji Maharaj the on going development is still at 
sight, with the bliss of Sril Bhagabat Acharyya and Sri Sadhu Guru 


as also with the kind patronage of Vaishnavas this chapter of the 
chronicale closes itself. 


——— @ — 
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